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— bit obſerve that'in your de. 


ſigns forthe ty ve Fig by } 
your Lie. 


our? 
elf intotbe port mae thofe: F cele- 
fol ms w LEAs yl fie and truly 
labour for the reward that. 1s..pro- 
_ mis'd 10; thoſe. wiſe: per ſons, bo 
convert-ſouls.. If our prayers aid 
ur . defies, that every one ſhoy ld 
- a proficcd, in "their eternal 
ſ-''' cernejcuſl. ana Symbeltomerds this: . 
U'} artat work, .qnd. with give you. 8.” 
F*' - zitleto that great reward: But Ma- 
dem; \awhem. received. your com- | 
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nied with ſomething elſe of the-] 
like nature, it” might with more. 
_ profit advanrethat end which Jour: | 
4 CGrace ſo pionſlydefign'd,and theres. 
fore T have taken"this opportunity 1 
. to ſatisfie the deſure-ofofome mery | 
Honourable «nd very Reverend ; 
Perſonages, who \irequir'd that-the 
two following Sermons ſbould abs | 
ſo be made fit for the uſe of _y A 
who hop'd to receive profit by. - 
#1 them. 1 humbly Iay them all 'ut. © 
© 8] -—your Graces Feet; begging of God 


fa that even as many may receive : 
m-\ advantages by the fl ng of : 
pies. | them, as either your race will 


tov defire; o# Hel that preach'd them 
did intend. And if Tour Grace 
| will accegt of this firſt Felinouny 


| of my coticurrence with all the 
: | World that know you, in paying 
| {| thoſe great regards, which your pi- 
E || ety ſo highly 'merits, I will endea- 
E- if vour hereafter itt ſome greater in- 
þ, || ſtance to purſue the intentions of 
© || Jour zeol of ſouls, and by ſuch 2 

'' | ſerwice endeawour to do more bene- 


| ft to others, and by it, as by that 
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 Highteonſme 61 - Seriber uni | 
Phariſees ye ſhall in no Caf the 
ter into the Kingdoth *0 el 
ven. 
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-DWakl ny: | Punic 
| mefits are the'beſt 
 SahQion' bf Laws, 

'© and althoug the 

-  *- Guardians 6 [avs 
ſtrike ſometinies with the ſofteft 
part of the hand in" their Exe- 
cutions of 'ſad Senterices, -yet' ih 
the Sanftionthey make no/#bate- 
ments; but ' {6 proportion the 

Duty to the Reward, ard'the 

Puniſhment co the Crinie, Uizr 

| A 


by 


by theſe we can beſt tell what 4+ 
Value the Law-giver puts. upon 
the Obedience. Joſhneh put a 
great 'rate upon 'the taking of 
Kiriath. Sepher., when the Re- 
ward ok. the. Service. was. his 
Daughter and. a Dpwer.... But 
when the. Young: men .ventur'd 
to fetch. Devid. the waters of 
Betblehers they had nothing but 
the praiſc of their Boldneſs, be- 
—_ their Service was no more 
than the ſatisfaction of a Curi- | 
olity. ;; But as. Law-givers by 
their Reyards declare the value 
of.the Obedience, ſo do Subjefs 
alſo: by .the. graydewr of what 
hey expat :{ct_a value on the 
Tow "% the Hanger, and do 
theix,Services accordingly. _.... 

And =" —S een 
Moſes,; whoſe . endearment was 
yothing but temperal goods Al 


tranſient evils could never 
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(3) 
the comers thereunto'perfe@ : 
but the tru, wy 3 2608 7 1 Held, 
the Superindution 'of a better 
Hope hath endeired a more per- 
fett Obedience.” | When Chriſt 
brought Life and; Immortal; 

fo leh MC the ir 
hath promiſed tous things greats 
er than all : our explicit Defires, 
bigger than the thoughts of 'our 


| heart, "then iniv, as 64, ſaith 


the Apoſtle, then:we draw neat 
to God, and by theſe we are en- 
abled to do all' that God' r& 
quires, and then he requires all 
that we can do'z-more * = and 
more Obedience than he didof 
thoſe who for 'want of . theſe 
Helps,” & theſe Revelations, 'and 
theſe. Promiſes, which we haye 
but they had not, were but ims 

rfect perſons', and could' dg 

it: little more. than. humane 
Serviecs.- Chriſthath raughe us 
LEE A 2 more, 


more, and: given-'us:; more, and 
promis'd to us more than ever 
-was In-the-world known-or be- 
liev'd. before him 3 and by the 
Krengths and confidence of theſe 
thruſts us forward in a holy and 
wiſe | Oeconomy.,, and plainly 
geelares that we muſt ſerve him 
bythe meaſares of a new Love, 


do him Honour by wiſe and ma-. 


terial Glorifications;-be united 
to..God 'by.a-new Nature, and 
made alive by a new Birth, and 
falfill- all Righteouſneſs; to be 
Humble and meek as Chriſt, to 


be mercifull as.our Heavenly Fa- | 
ther is, to: be pure as God is | 


— to be partakers- of the 


Divine Nature, to be wholly 


renewed in the frame and tem- 
per of our minde, to become! 
people of a new heart, a dire& 
new. Creation , new Principles 
and a new Being , to do better 
than 
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2 "HY 
thanall the world before us'ever 
did, 'to/love God more perfet- 
ly, to' deſpiſe the world mote 
generouſly, to-contend for the 
Faith more earneſtly 5 for all 
this "is* but a proper and aJuft 
conſequent of 'the great Promi- 
ſes- which our*P.Law-giver came 
to publiſh and effe& for all the 
world of Believers and Diſciples. 

The 'matter-which'is here re; 
quir'd is certainly very great 5 
for It 1s to: be more righteous 
than the Scribes ahd Phariſees; 
more holy than the DoQors of 
the Law, than the Leaders of the 
Synagogue, than the wiſe Prin- 
ces of the Sarbedrim : more 
righteous than ſome that were 
Prophets and High Prieſts, than 
ſome that kept the Qrdinances 
of the Law without blame :men 
that lay in Sackcloth, and faſted 
much; and - prayed more , and 
Woes A made 
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— 
gat Religion and. the Study 

the. Law.the work. of their 
lives. This was very. much 5 
but Chriſtians muſt do more. .. 


Nupe, te Warmoreuns pro tewrpore 
\ fecinms, at ta 
Fr fetnre &7egem n ſupplevenite 6 au- 
4117 | [VE#7 
"Whey did.well,& we muſt do 
better : 3 their houſes were Mar- 
ble, but our ruofs muſt be gild- 


ed.and fuller. of Glory. * But as 


the matter 1s. very. great, ſo the 
neceſſity of it is the greateſt in 
the world. It muſt be ſo, or it 
will be much, worſe :: ualeſs it 
be. thus, we ſhall never ſce the 
glorious Face, of God. Here it 
COncernes- us i to. be: wile . and 
fearful 3. for the matter is.not a 
queſtion, of an Oaken Garland, 
Or a Cirele of Bayes, and a Yel- 
low 


ENG: & 
lowRibband + it is nota queſti- 
off ef Money of Exnd;not of the 
vainer rewards6fpopular notfes, 
and” the undiſceriiing 'Suffrages 
of the people; who are eonttn- 
gent' Judges off ood and' evil: 
but it is the greitiftake of Eife 
Eternal. We cannot be Chriſti- 
ans unleſs we- be righteous by 
the new meaſures: the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Kitigdom is' now 
the only way to'enter into itifor 
the Sentence is fixt', and*-'the 
Judgment is decretery, and the 
Judge infallible, and the Decree 
irreverſible : For I ſay unto you, 
ſaid Chriſt, wnlef your righteouſ= 
reſsexceed the righttouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in 
:10 wiſe enter into the Kingdom. of 
Heaven. 0h; Bea do 

Here then we haye two thitips 
to conſider. 1. What was the 


! righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 


A*4 Pha- 


c J ) 
Phariſees, Hi How, far;that is 

to.he, exceeded by the. Aoghte- 
- ouſnels of Chriftians.; .,.., .... 


L.;Concerning the: F irſt; I 


will. .not . be, ſo, nice in the, Qb- 
ſervation of. thefe words,' as. to 
take hotice that-Chriſt does not 


name.':the' Sedducees , but the 


Scribes and Phariſees 3 though 
| there;may' be. ſomething in it : 
the,Fadducees were called Caraine 
from: Cara to read; _ for they 
thought it Religian to ſpend one 
third;.part of, their day in read- 


Ing. their Scriptures, whoſe Ful- 


nels.they ſq admir'd they would 
admit of. no. ſuppletory Tradi- 
tiqns... But. the Phariſees. were 


called Themnaime, that is 9:unpim,” 


they. added to the Word of God 
words of their own, as the 
Church of Aowe does at "this day, 


they and. theſe fell into an equal. 


fate... f while they tanght for Do-, 
Frines | 
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Griges the C ommanduents.of nan 
they-prevaricated the righteouf- 
neſs of God:What'the-Church of 
Rowe to evil purpoſes hath done 
in this particular way be. demon- 
ſtrated in; due. time. and place-: 
but what falſe and corrupt gloſ- 


ſes under the ſpecious. title of the. 


Tradition of their Fathers the 
Phariſees had introduc'd, our B. 
Saviour reproves,anc are.now to 
be repreſented as the afuwmeigul, 
that you may ſee that Righte- 
ouſnels beyond: which: all they: 
muſt go that-intend that Heaven 
ſhould be their Journeys end. 

1. The Phariſees obeyed the 
Commandments , in: the Letter, 
not in the Spirit. They minded 
what God ſpake, but. not what 
he intended : they.; were buſic 
in the outward: work: of the 
hand, but incurious of the affe- 


{ Qijons and choice 'of the heart; 


zu 


Gal 3.3. 
T Gal. 6. 
12,13. 


Phil:p.3. 
3 4- 
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Bru br 701k onneeve roo), (aid "7 


Martyr to Tryphon the Jew, ye 
underftand” all things carnally; 
that is,they reſted & mou working, 
as Nazianzen calls 1t, inthe out- 
ward work of Piety, which not 
only Juſtin Martyr, but 'S. Pal 
calls Carnality ,, not meaning a 
carnal Appetite, but a carnal 
Service.- Their error 'was plain- 
ly this:: they never diſtinguiſh'd 
Duties natural from Duties rela» 
tive; that is, whether. it were 
cotymanded for it felf, or in or- 
der to ſomething that was bet- 
ter-3 whether it were a' princt- 
pal Grace, or an inſtrumental 


' ACtion. So' God was ferved' in 


the Letter, they did not much 


inquire into his Parpoſe. And 


therefore they were curious to: 
wafh their hands-, but car'd not 
ſo much to purifie the hearts : 
They! -would - give © Almes 


but 


"<a... —_—_ = P 


+ | Maſter-had ſaid, 'Fabis abſlinete, 


Caen) 
but hate' him that receiw'd/its 
they would go to the Temple; 
but did not revere'the'Glory-of 
God that dwelt there betw een 
the Cherubins : : they. would 
faſt, but not mortifycheir Luftss 
they would ſay good: Prayers, 
but not labour tor the Grace 
they prayed. for.. This was juſt 
as if a man ſhould run on his Ma- - 
ſters errand, and do no buſineſs 
when he. came. there:'/ They 
might eaſily have thought that 
by the Soul onely. a' man ap- 
proaches to - God) and drawes 
the Body after it;*but" that no 
Waſhings or corporal: Services 


could unite them and the She- 


chinah wanther, no' ſuch thing 
could make them like to God, 
who. is. the Prince of Spirits. 


* They did as the Dunces 1n Py- 


thagoras School, who when their 


by 


| by: which he intended they ſhowl 

not awbitionſly ſeek, for Magiſtra- 
cy, they thought themſelves 
good Pythagoreans if they tid 
#0t,eat Beans : and they would 
be ſure to put their Right foot 


firſt into their-ſhooe, and. their | 


Left foot into the water, and 
ſuppoſed they had donerenough : 
though if they had not been 
Fools they would haye under- 
. ſtood their: Maſters meaning to 
have been, that hey  foould put 
wore affetions to labour and tra- 
vel, and leſs to their pleaſure and 
recreation : and ſo it was with 
the Phariſee. For as the Chaldees 
taught their Morality by myſtic 
words, and the - #gyptians by 
Hieroglyphics , and the. Greeks 
by Fables 3 ſo did God by. Rites 


and Ceremonies external : lead- 


ing them. by the Hand ty the} 


Purities,.of the Heart's and by 
ot” the 


— _ 


© 5 & FR 
the Services of the Body to the 
Obedience of the Spirit ; which 
becauſe they would not under- 
ſtand; they thought they had 
done enough | in the obſervation 
ofthe Letter. 

2. In moral Duties; whe 
God expreſs d Himſelf inor 
plainly, they made no Commen- 
tary of kindneſs 4 but 'Tegard- 
ed the: Prohibition fo nakedly;. 
and deveſted of all Antecedents; 
Conſequents , © Sindilitades' ind 
Proportions, that-if they ſtood 
clear ot that hated' name which 


was ſet down-in Moſes _ 
_ they gave themſelves ene ry 
in 


many inſtances of the ſame 

red and alliance. If they ab- 
ftain'd frem murder theythought 
it very well, though they made 
no- {cruple of murdering their - 


| Brothers fame : they, would not 


cut his throat, but they would 
call 


(14 ) 


call him Fool, or invent lyes in. 


ſecret and publith his diſgrace 
openly -;..they would not daſh 
out his 'brains, but they would 


be:extremely and unreaſonably | 


angry with him : they would 


not ſteal their brothers - money, 
but they. would opprefs him in 
crafty and crue] bargains ; the * 
Commandment forbade them: to 
commit. Adyltery, but becauſe F 
Fornication was not named, they : 
wade na-ſcruple of that: and} 
being commanded to Honour | 
their Father and their Mother, : 
they . wonld. give them good? 
words and fair obſervances; but} 
becauſs.it was not named that! 
they ſhould maintain them in; 
their need, they thought they! 
did well enough to pretend Core! 
bar and. tet their Father ſtarve... 
- 8+, The S$erobes and Phariſees: 

placdtheit Righteouſneſs in Nev! 


gatives,} 


gatives 3, they. would not com- 
i mit what was; forbidden ;, byt- 
E they car'd but little for the in- 
h cluded poſitive, and the omiſſi- 
d } ons of good Actions did not 
y |  muchgrouble them : they would 
d | not hurt their Brother, 1n a for- 
> bidden inſtance 3. but netther 
nf . would they do.him good ac- 
e } cording to. the intention of the 
0J Commandment : It was a great 
le } Innocence if they did Bot rob the 
4 Poor: then they were, righte- 
d | ous men; but thought them- 
ar } ſelves ngt: much concern'd tQ ac- 
r,y que that God-like exeellenc 4 
dJ 2 7hilanthropy and lov .to Fi 
ut 4 mankind. Whoſoever blaſp| em'd 
at} God wastobe pur to-« Fn ; but 
in} he that did not glorific God as 


ey] be ought,they wereunconcern'd 
r-1 for him, and let-him alone - he 
9.1 that ſpake againſt Moſes Was £0 
J die without mercy but agginſ: 
: £ 


1D) 
ambitious, and, the covetous,. a- 
"gainſt the proud man and the 


ututerciful they made no provi- 


fi ons : 


"Y 


Virtus F Vitiuny fugre, o Jar 
- eutiaprina” © 
N_ carniſſe. 


the -accOunited haves En] 
notfor dcing good,-but for do- 


Ing no &\1l': that was "the fuinm 


of their Theology. - 
4- They had one thing more 
'As Bid as all this: © They broke 
"Moſes Tables irito* pieces , and 
_ gathering up'the Fragments took 
"to,themſelves what part of a9 
they pleas'd, and let the re 
alone. For it was. a Proverb 
amongſt, the Jews, Qui operane 
dat precepto, liber eft 2 precepto': 
that is, if he chuſes one poſitive 
Commatitlnicut for his buſineſs, 


he 


Z#4y be leſs carcfull in any of 


the reſt, Indeed they ſaid alſo, 


 - Oni multiplicat legem, mnltiplicat 


vitam ; he that multiplies the, 
Law.increaſes Life 3 that is, if he 
did attend to more good things, 
it was ſo much the better 3 but 
the other was well cnough,: but 
as for Univerſal Obedience, that 
was not the meaſure of their 
righteouſneſs 3 for they taught 
that God would put our good 
works and bad into the balance, 
and according to. the heavier 
ſcale give a portion in the world 
to come : ſo that ſome evil they 
would allow to themſelves and 
their Diſciples ; alwayes provi- 
ded it was leſs than the, good 
they did. They would devour 
Widdows houſes,and make it up 


by long Prayers 3 they would 
Joye their Nation and hate their 
.Prince, offer Sacrifice and curſe 


B Ceſar 


| - - I'G ) | 
ambitious, and the covetous, a- 
gainſt the prond man and the 


fions : © 


Firim oft vitium fugere, & ſaps 
_* _emtia prima PE Los 
Stwljitis carniſſe. 


theyaccounted themſelves good, 
. notfor dcing good,”but for do- 
of their Theology. : 

'* 4- They had one thing more 
as bad as all this; They broke 
Aoſes Tables irito* pieces , and 

_ gathermy vp the frapments took 
to,themfſelves what part of Duty 
they pleas'd, and let the ref 

Alone. For it was, a Proverþ 
amongſt the Jews,” Qui operane 
dat precepto, liber eft 2 precepto': 


. = r 


_Commandment 'for his buſineſs, 


he 


Uu merciful they made no provi1- - 


| Ing no evil”: that was the fuinm 


'that is, iFhe chulſes one poſitive | 


. be may be leſs carcfull in any of 


the reſt, Indeed they ſaid alſo, * 


 - ©ni multiplicat legem, mmltiplicat 


vitam 5 he that multiplies the. 
Law,increaſes Life 3 that 1s, if he 
did attend to more good things, 
it was ſo much the better 3 but 
the other was well cenough,: but 
as for Univerſal Obedience, that 
was not the meaſure of their 
righteouſneſs ; for they taught 
that God would put our good 
works and bad into the balance, 
and according to. the heavier 
ſcale give a portion in the world 
to come : ſo that ſome evil they 
would allow to themſelves and 
their Diſciples z alwayes provi- 
ded it was leſs than the good 
they did. They would. devour 
Widdows houſes,and make it up 


by long Prayers 3 they would 
love their Nation and hate their 
Prince, offer Sacrifice and curſe 


B Ceſar 


_ 


Ceſar in their heart, advance Ju- 


daiſm and deftroy Humanity, 
Laſtly ; St. A#ſtiz ſumm'd up 
the Xifference between'the Pha- 
Tiaical and Evangelical righte- 
ouſnels in two words : Brevis 
differentia inter Legem &* Evan- 
gelium - timor @& amor. They 
ſerv'd the God of their Fathers 


in the ſpirit of Fear, and we | 


worſhip the Father of oyr Lord 
Fl # in the Spirit of Love, and 

y the Spirit of Adoption : and 
as this Slaviſh principle of theirs 
was the caule of all their former 
Imperfecions, ſo it finally and 
chiefly expreſsd it ſelf in theſe 
two particulars. 1. They would 
do all that they thought they 
lawfully could do. 2. They 
would do nothing but what was 


. exprefſſely commanded, 


This was the Righteoul- 
nels 'of the Scrjibes and Pha- 
a6 riſees 


$: | 


| 
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riſces, and their Diſciples the 
Jews, which becauſe our : 
B. Saviour reproves, not ' 2, 


. b "Commenta C 
only as imperfect then, but 'Com , rinks 


as criminal now, calling us :* 
on to 4 new Righteouſneſs; the 
Righteouſneſs: of God, to 'the 
Law of the Spirit of Life, to the 
Kingdom of God and the proper 
Righteouſneſs thereof , 1t con- 
cerns us in thenext place to look 
after the meaſures of this, ever 
remembring that it 1s infinite] 
neceſlary that we ſhould do 16-3 
and men do not'penerally know; 
or not conſider what 1t is to be 
a Chriſtian 5 they underſtand not 
what the Chriſtian Law forbid: 
deth or commandeth. But as for 
this in my Text, it is indeed our 
great meaſure : but it 1s nota 
queſtion of 'good and bettersbur ' 
of Good and Evil, Life and 
Death, 'Salyatioti;and Dannati- 
ws B 2 on 5 
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on; for unleſs our Righteouſneſs 
be_weighed by new weights , 
we ſhall be found too light 
when God comes to weigh the 
ations of all the world : and un- 
leſs we be more rightcous than 
they, we ſhell in: no wiſe, that is, 
upon no other terms inthe world 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Now concerning this, we ſhall 


do very much amiſs, if we take 


our meaſures by the manners and 
prattiſes of the many who call 
themſelves Chriſtians ; for there 
are, as Nazianzer expreſics it,the 
03 T6re 25 voy pagertion, the old and the 


new Phariſees. I wiſh it were no | 


worſe amongſt us ; and that all 
Chrifizans were indeed Righte- 
ous 85 they were 3 eſt aliquid pro- 
dire texws ; it would not be juſt 
nothing. But. I am ſure that to 
bid defiance .to the Lawes of 


Chriſt, to laugh at Religion, to| * 


make 
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make a merriment at the de- 
bauchery and damnation of our 
Brother, is a ftate of evil worſe 
than that of the $cribes and Pha- 
riſees - and yet even amon 

ſuch men how impatient would 
they be, and how unreaſonable 
would they think you to be, 


- If you ſhould tell them ,. that 


there is no preſent hopes or poſ- 
ſibility that in this ſtate they are 
in they can be ſaved. 


Omnes videwur nobis efſe belluls 
Et feſtivi Saperde coun ſimus ewes, 


But the world i too full of 
Chriſtians whoſe Righteouſneſs 
is very little ,' and their /Ini- 
quities very great 5 and now 
adayes, a Chriftian is a man that 
comes to Church on Sundayes, 
and on the week following will 


. do ſhamefull things, 


B 3 Paſ- 


(22) 
Paſſin corvos ſequiturteſiiqzlutogs 
Securis quo pes ferat, atqz ex tem- 
| pore. 701th, 

being according. to the Jewiſh 
proverbial reproof as fo many 
Mephiboſheths :  diſcipuli ſapiex- 
tun qui inceſſu pudefacinnt pre- 
ceptorem ſunm 1; their Maſter 
teaches them to go uprightly 5 
but, they. ſtill ſhow- their lame 
leg, and ſhame their Maſter 3 as 
if a man might be a Chriſtian 
and yet be the vileſt perſon in 
- the werld, doing ſuch things for 
which the Laws. of men have 
provided ſmart and ſhame, and 


the Laws of God have threat- | 
ned the intolerable pains of an | 


unfufterable and never ending 
damnition > Example here can- 
not;be. our rule unleſs men were 


muoh; better, and as long as men | 


lie at the rate they-do,;it will 


CX- 


be to little purpoſe. to talk of, 


PP 0g. -— * 


| 
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excecding the Righteouſneſs of 
the Scribes and Phariſees ;_ but 
becauſe it muſt be. much better 
with us all, or it will be very 
much worſe;with us at-the latter 
end, I ſhall leave complaining 
and go to the Rule, and deſcribe 
the neceſſary and unavoidable 
meaſures of the righteouſneſs 
Evangelical, without which we 
can never be ſaved. 

1. Therefore when it is ſaid 
our Righteouſneſs muſt exceed that 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, let 
us firſt take notice by way. of 
przcognition.that it muſt at leaſt 
be ſo much : we. muft keep the 
Letter of the whole Moral Law 3 
we muſt do all that lies before 
us, all that is in-our-hand : and 
therefore. i;3149:0%, which fignt- 
fies to be religious, the Gram 
marians derive = 7 yz; igiy:pfer, 
from reaching forth the hand : 
B 4 the 


(24 ) 
the outward work muſt be 
_ done; and it is not enough to 
ſay, Ay heart is right : but my 


hand went afide. Pradentine ſaith, 


that S. Peter wept ſo bitterly 
becauſe he did not confeſs Chriſt 
openly, whom he lov'd ſecretly. 


Flevit negator deniq; 

« Ex ore prolapſum nefas 
Cum mens maneret mmnocens, 
Animmgq, ſervirit fidem. 


A right heart alonE will not do 
it : or rather the heart 1s nor 
Tight when the hand is wrong. 
If a man ſtrikes his Neighbour, 
and ſayes, Am not Tin Jeſt ? Tt 
# Folly and ſhame to him , ſaid 
Solomoy. For; once for all ; 
Let us remember this, that Chri- 
Rianity is the moſt profitable, - 
the moſt uſefu],, and the moſt 


bountifulinſtitution inthe whole .|- 


world, 
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world, and the beſt defimition I 
can give 'of It is this: It 1s the 
Wiſdom of God brought down 
among 4 to do good to men; and 
therefore we muſt not do leſs 
than the Phariſees, who did the 
outward work : at leaſt let us 
be ſure to do all the work that 
ts laid before us in the Com- 
mandments ; and it is ſtrange 
that this ſhould be needful to be 
preſs'd amongſt Chriſtians whoſe 
Religion requires ſo very much 
more. But ſo it is; upon a pre- 
tence that we muſt ſerve God 
with the minde, ſome are ſuch 
fools as to think that it is enough 
to havea good meaning. Iniquum 

perpol verbun eſt, bene vnlt, nift 
qi bene facit. And becauſe. we 
muſt ſerve God in the Spirit, 
therefore they will not ſerve 

God with their Bodies : and 

'becauſe they are called up- 

on 
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on to have the <A and the life 
of Godlineſs, they;abominate all 
external works as meer forms 5 
and becauſe the true faſt. is to 
abſtain from Sin, therefore they 
will' not abſtain from meat and 
drink, even when they are com- 
manded : which is juſt asif a Pha- 
riſee being taught the Circum- 
cifion of the heart ſhould refuſe 
to Circumciſe his Fleſh ; and as 
if a, Chriſtian, being inſtruced 
in the Excellencies of Spiritual 
Communion, ſhould wholly neg- 
lect the. Sacramental : that is, 
becauſe the Soul is the life of 
man, therefore it 1s fitting to 
die in a humour, and lay afide 
the Body. * This is a taking 
away the Subje& of the Queſti- 
on : for our inquiry is, how we 


ſhould keep the Command- 


ments.z how we are,to do the} . 
work that: lycs before us, by - 


what 
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what Principles, with what In- 
tention, 1n what Degrees, after 
what manner, #t bozun bent frat, 
that the good thing be done 
well. This therefore muſt be 
preſuppos'd : we mult take care 
that even our Bodies bear a part 
in our Spiritual Services. Our 
voice. and tongue, our hands and 
our Feet, and our very bowels 
muſt be ſervants of God, and do 
the work of the Command- 
ments. 

This being ever ſuppos'd, our 
Queſtion 1s how much more we 
muſt do and the firſt meaſure 
1s.this : whatſoever can be fignt- 
fied and miniſtred to by the 
Body, the Heart and the Spirit 
of a man muſt be the principal 
Ador.' We muſt not give Alms 
without a charitable Soul, nor 
ſuffer Martyrdom but in Love 


{-and 1n Obedience 3 and when 


WC 
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we ſay our Prayers, we do but 
miſpend our time unleſs our 
mind aſcend up to God upon the 
wings of defire. 

Defire is the life of prayer : 
and if you indeed defire what 
you pray for, you will alſo. la- 
bour for what you defire, and if 
you finde it otherwiſe with your 


ſelves, your coming to Chureh f 


is but like the Phariſees going 
up to the Tample to pray. It 
your heart be not preſent, nei- 
ther will God 3 and then there 


is a ſound of men and women | 
between a pair of dead walls, 
from whence becauſe neither | 


God nor your Souls are preſent, 
you muſt needs go home with- 
out a Bleſſing. 

But tlis meaſure of Evange- 
lical righteouſneſs is of principal 
remark 1n all the rites and fo- 


lemnities of Religion 5; and ins} 


tends 
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tends to ſay this, that Chriſtian 
Religion is ſomething that 1s not 
ſeen, it is the hidden man of the 
heart : .isi -i« ©:&- «9%, it 18 God 
that dwells within ; and true 
Chriſtians are men, who as the 
C haldee Oracle {:1d, Are mir ford. 
41, cloth'd with a great deal 
of minde. And therefore thoſe 


| words of the Prophet Hoſea, Et Hoſ.2.14. 


loquar ad cor ejas; I will ſpeak, 
unto their beart 3 is a proverbial 
expreſſion, fignifying to ſpeak 
ſpiritual comforts, and in the 
myſtical ſenſe fignifies ivayſmizer, 
to preach the Goſpel 3 where 


the Spirit is the Preacher,and the 


Heart is the Diſciple, and the- 
Sermon is of Righteouſneſs and 
Peace, and Joy in the H. Ghoſt. 
Our ſervice to God muſt not be 
in outward works and Scenes of 
Religion, 1t muſt be ſomething 


» by which we become like +to 


_ God: 


AMR 


God : the Divine Prerogative 
muſt extend beyond the out- 
ward man 3 nay, even beyond 


the mortification of Corporal . 


vices : the Spirit of God muſt 
g0 in trabis craſſitudinem, and 
mollifie all our ſecret pride, and 
ingenerate 1n us a true humility, 
and a Chriſtian meekneſs of ſpi- 
rit, and a Divine Charity. For 
in the Goſpel, when God en- 
zjoyns any external rite- or ce- 
remony, the outward work 1s 
alwayes the leſs principal. For 
there is a bodily and a carnal 
part, an outſide and a Cabinet 
of Religion in Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
When we are baptiz'd the pur- 
poſe of God is that we cleanſe 
our ſelves from all pollution of 
the Fleſh and Spirit, and then 
we are indeed «2% 5xe,, clean all 
over. And when 'we communi- 


cate, the Commandment means * 


that 
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that we ſhould be made one Spi- 
rit with Chriſt, and ſhould hve 
on him ,; believing his Word, 
_ praying for his Spirit, ſupported 
with his Hope, refreſhed by his 
promiſes, recreated by his Com- 
forts,and wholly and in all things 
conformable to his Life : that's 
the true Communion. The Sa- 
craments are not made for Sin- 
ners until they do repent : they 
are the food of our Souls, but 
our Souls muſt be alive unto 
God or elſe they cannot eat : 
It is good #o confeſs our ſins, as 
S. James layes, and to open our 
wounds to the Miniſters of Re- 
ligion, but they abſolve none 
but ſuch as are truly penitent. 
Solemn Prayers, and the Sa- 
eraments , and the, Aſſemblies 
of the Faithful, and faſting 
dayes, and ads of external 
worſhip, are the ſolemuities and 
| rites 


32 
rites of Religion; but the Re- 
ligion of a Chriſtian 'is in the 
Heart and Spirit. And this is 
that by which Clemens Alexan- 
drinws defin'd the Righteouſneſs 
of 4 Chriſtian, Att 2450Ury avuporia 7 of 
yJoxhe wg3 5, all the parts and fa- 
culties that make up a man 
muſt make up our Religion 


but the heart is Comms principa- * 


tis, 1t is the Court of the great 
King 3 and he is properly ferv'd 
with interior graces and moral 
Vertues, with a humble and 
agood mind , with a bountiful 
heart, and a willing Soul, and 
theſe will command the eye, and 
ive laws to the hand, and make 
the ſhoulders ſtoop, but arives 
enjuſque eſt riſque 5 2 mans ſoul 
is the man, and ſo is his Religt- 
on; and fo you are bound to 
- - underſtand it. | 
True it is, | God: works in us 


hi *, 


a uf] \ Eyes is not the external, it is the 
- by. c 


(33) 
his Graces by the Sacrament ; 
but we muſt diſpoſe our ſelves: 
to a reception of the Divine bleſ- 
fing by Moral inſtruments. The 
Soul is ow»: i 0, 1t muſt work 
together with God, andthe bo- 
dy works together with the 
ſoul : But no external a&tipn can 
purifie the ſoul, becauſe its Na- 
ture and Operations being 
Spiritual , it can no more be 
changed by a Ceremony or'ati 
external Solemnity, than an An- 
' gel can be careſſed with ſweet 
Meats , or a Mans belly can be 
filled with Muſick or long Ora- 
tions. The ſum is this; No- 


Chriſtian does his Duty to God + 


but he that ſerves hun with all his 
heart : Andalthough.it becomes 
us to fulfil all righteouſneſs, 
even the external alſo , yet that 
which makes us gracious in his 


love 


love of the heart and the real 
change of the minde and obe- 
dience of the ſpirit 3 that's the 
firſt 
teouſneſs Evangelical. 
2. The Righteouſneſs Evan- 
gelical muſt exceed that of the 
 Secribes and Phariſees by extenſi- 
on of our Obedience tuthings of 
De 1-2; the ſame ro 5 Leges non 


das, Tayes the Law. There muſt 
bea Commentary of kindneſs in 
the underſtanding the Laws of 
Chriſt. We muſt underſtand all 
Gods meaning 3 we muſt ſccure 
his ſervice, we muſt be far re- 
| moy'd from the dangers of his 
diſpleaſure. And therefore our 
Righteouſneſs muſt be the puri- 
fication and the perfeQion of the 


bus 1. ſci- ex verbis, ſed ex mente intel/igen-| 
Fes O 


grene meaſure of the righ- | 


AY 
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Sprrit, So that it will be nothing 


unleſs. our Eyes and Hands be 


for us not to commit Adultery, 


) 


_ chaſt]*: 
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chaſt, and the defires be clean” 
A Chriſtian muſt not look tport 
a woman to: Juſt after her." He 
muſt hate Sim in'all dimenſions; 
and in all diſtances; and inevery 
angle of its reception. A Chri- 
tian muſt not fin; and he mf 
not be willing to fin if he'durft; 
He muſt not be luſtfu).,and theres 
fore he muſt not feed high, nor 
drink deep, for theſe make pro- 
viſions for 'Juſt' : and 'amonegft 
Chriſtians, great” Eatings 'agd 
Drinkings are adtts of unclear 
neſs as well as of intemperance; 
and what ever miniſters to fin; 
and 1s the way of it 5 it partakes 


of its nature and its curſe. 


For it is remarkable that in 
good and evil the caſe is greatly 
different. 'Mortification (e. g. ) 
1s a duty of Chriſtianity 3 but 


1 there /is --ho ' Law concerning 
.o-4 the Inſtenents of it. ' We are 


C 2 not 
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not commanded'to roll our ſelves 
on thorns as S. Beredi@& did ; or 
to bura; our fleſh. like $: Marti- 
ian, Or to tumble in Snowes 
with $.:Francis, or in pools of 
water with $8. Bernard. A man 
. - may chew Alves, or:lie upon the 

round, or wear ſackcloth if he 
Re a mindto it, and if he finds 
it good in his circumftances-and 
to his purpoſes of mortification 3 
but it may be he may do it alone 
by the Inſtrumentalities of Fear 
and Love 3 and ſo the thing be 
done, no ſpecial Inſtrument ts 
under. a command, * Bur al- 
though the Inſtruments of ver- 
tue are free, yet the Inſtruments 
and miniſteries of vice. are not. 
Not only the fin is forbidden, 
but all the wayes that lead to it. 


The Inſtruments of vertue'ar. of 


themſelves indifferent , ithat-. is, 
not naturally, but gaod only for 
| -__ they 


a. . 
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* their reJation ſake, /and in order 


to theirend. Burthe Inſtruments 
of vice areof themſelves vitious : 


. they-are part of the ſin, they 


have a ſhare in the phantaſtie 
pleaſur2, and they begin to 
cſtrange a mans heart from God, . 
and are directly in the prohibiti- 
on. For we are commanded tofly 
from temptation, to pray againſt 
it, to abſtain from all appearances 
of evil, to make a covenant with 
our eyes, to pluck them out if 
there be need:: and if Chriſtians 
donot underſtand the Command- 
ments to-this:extenfion of ſignifi- 
cation,they w ill be innocent only 


by the meaſures of humane laws, 


butnotbytherighteouſnesof God 

3- Of the ſame confideration 
it 1s alſo that we underſtand 
Chriſts Eommandments to -ex- 
tend. our Duty,not only to what | 


4+ 15 nam'd, and to what is- not 


Coz may - 
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nam'd of the.lame nature and de- 
ſigne 3 but: that: we:abſtain-from 
all ſuch things as are ike:to-ſins. 


* Of this nature thereare many. | 


All violences of Paſſhon, Irre- 
gularities in Gaming, Prodiga- 
lity of our.time, Undecency of 
ation, doing . things unworthy 
of eur EPirth or our Profeſſion : 
. aptneſs to go to Law , Ambit, 
or.a:fierce proſecution. even of 
honourable employments : mil- 


conſtruction of the words and} 


actions.of our brother : - ealineſs 
to:believeevilof others, willing- 
nelsto report the evil which we 
hear :: curiofity of Diet , pee- 
viſhneſs toward ſervants, indi- 
{creet and importune ſtanding 
_ fox place, and all exceſs'in orna- 
ments : for even this little in- 
ſtance 1s directly prohibited by 
- the- Chriſtian and royal Law of 


Charity, | For 4142s 5 mymerny *, 


ſaith 
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faith 8. Paul : the word is a 
word hard to be underſtood 5 
we render it well enough : Cha- 
rity vannteth not it ſelf : and up- 
on this 8. Bafil ſayes, that an EE 
cleſiaſtic perſon (and fo eve 
Chriſtian in | his proportion -} 
o_ not to: go in ſplendid 
and vain Ornaments; Fr » 5 w 
Fix xevies , exe fie YENNOTIT UV FUCK) pee 
Carer mnomegthns Ix xomſeetcs : Every 
thing that is not wiſely ' uſeful} 
or proportion'd to the ttate of 
the Chriſtian, but miniſters on- 
ly to vanity 15 a patt of this ym 
44221, It 1$ 4 vaunting, which-the 
Charity' and the Grace of ' a 
Chriſtran' does not well endure. 
* Thefe thitigs are like 'tofins;* 
they are-of 4 ſUſpjcious nature.” 
and not eaſily to be' reconcil'q' 
to the righteouſheſfs Evangelical; 
It is no wonder- if Chriſtianity 


. be ni& and carjous 3 it is the 


C 4 clean- 
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eleanneſs and the purification of 
the Soul, and Chriſt intends to 
preſent his Church to God 27 
y <papa'or, without ſpot or wrin- 
_ kale, or awy ſuch thing. N. B. or 
- any ſuch thing 5, 1f there be any 
regularity. that is leſs than u 
wrinkle , the. Evangelical righ- 
teouſneſs does not allow 1t. 
| * Theſe are ſuch things which 
if men will ſtand to defend, poſ- 


' - fiblya modeſt Reprover will be 


morea tham:d. than animpudent 
Offender. *. If I ſee a_ perſon 
apt to. quarrel, to take every 


thing in an ill ſenſe, to reſent an 


error deeply, to reprove it bit- 
terly, to remember it tenacioul- 


ly, to repeat it frequently, :to- 


upbraid it unhandſomly,.I think. 
I: have great reaſon to (ay,-; that, 
this perſon does not do what be- 
comes the: {weetneſs of a Chri-; 
ſtian Spirit, If it be replyed, it 


IS 
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+ the voice' of God, unleſs. it be: 


is-no.-where forbidden-:to chide 
an offending perfon, and that it 
cannot be a fault to underſtand 
when a thing 1s {aid or done a- 
miſs. F- cannot return an anſwer, 
but by ſaying, that ſuppoſe no- 
thing of-.it were a ſin, yet that 
every thing of it is ſo like a ſin, 
that 1t: is. the worſe for.it : and 
that it were better not to do ſoz 
at leaſt I think ſo, and ſo ought: 
you too, if you be curious of 
your . eternal intereſt : a little 
more tenderneſs here would do: 
well. I cannot ſay that this dreſs, 
orithis, garment, or this ſtanding 
for place is the- dire+> fin of 
pride :+but I am ſure it looks: 
like it-in-ſome perſons 3 at leaſt 
the letting\1t alone is much bet-. 
ter, and.is very like humility :: 
And cettain it is, that he is dull 
of hearing who underſtands not' 


Cla- 


r 
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(42) 
clamorous in an expreſs and a 
loud Commandment, proclatned 
with Trumpets and Clarions up- 
on mount 87zaz: but a willing 
and an obedient ear underſtands 
the ſtill voice of Chriſt, and is 
ready to obey his meaning at 
half a word: and that is the 


righteouſneſs Evangelical : it not | 


only abftains from Sins nam'd, 
and ſins implycd, . but from the 
beginnings and inſtruments of 
fin 3 and from whatſoeveris like 
it. The Jews were ſo great haters 
of Swine upon pretenſions of the 
Moſaic rites, that they would 
not ſo- much as name a Swine, 
but call'd it mx 127 Dabar Acher 
another thing: and thus the 
Romans in their \Auguries us'd 
alternm for non bonus : the li- 
mile of this 'S. Pax! tranſlates to 
a Chriſtian”:duty. i Let apt forni- 
' cation be (ſo much as nant damoniſt 
-.»{ you, 
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you, ®c T6020 mic «yi, as ts comely 
amongſt Chriſtians, that is, come 
not-near a foul thingzſpeak not of 
it, let it be wholly baniſh'd from 
all your converſation 3 for this 
niceneſs and curioſity of duty be- 
cometh Saints, and is an inſtance 
of the righteouſneſs Evangelical. 

I have now done with the firſt 

ſort of meaſures of the Chriſtian 
righteouſneſs 3 theſe which are 
the matter of our negative duty; 
theſe are the meaſures of our 
caution and our firſt innocence. 
Burt there are greater things be- 
hind , which although I- muſt 
croud up into a narrow - room, 
yet I muſt not wholly omit 
them ©: therefore : 

4. The fourth thing I ſhall 
note to you 1s, that whereas the 
righteouſneſs of the Phariſees 
was but a fragment of the bro- 
ken Tables of Moſes : the pur- 
{uance 
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ſuance of ſome one Grace, 14- 
cinia ſanGitatis, a piece of the 
robe of «= «0838, ; the righ- 
teouſneſs Evangelical muſt be 
like Chriſts ſeamleſs Coat, all of 
a piece from the top to the bot- 


tom 3; it muſt inveſt :the whole 


Soul : Miſra, Dumah, Maſſah, 
ſaid the Proverb; of -the Rab- 
bins, It is this, and 1t.is the 0- 
ther, and 1t muſt be all;-it muſt 
be an univerſal righteouſneſs '; 
not a little knot of holy actions 
ſcattered in our lives and, drawn 
into a ſum at. the day of Judg- 
ment, but it muſt be a. ſtate of 
holineſs. It was ſaid: of the Pa- 
phlagonian Pigeons 9114s 5,50m o 
x«gSi 5 Every one of them had 
two hearts'; . but that' in our 
myſtical Theologie ſignifies a 
wicked man : ſo ſaid: Selomon, 
The perverſe. or wicked man de- 
rachaim, he is a an of two wayes'z 
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dig #4v,@-, 10 S. James expref- 
ſes an unbeliever 3 a man that 
will and will not 3 ſomething he 


. does for God, and ſomethin; for 


the world; he hath two mindes, 
and ina | oo fit,in his well dayes 
he is full. of Repentance, and 
overflowes in piety z but the 
paroxy{me will return in the 
day of temptation, and then he 
is gone infallibly. But know this, 
that in the: righteouſneſs Evan+ 
gelical, one duty cannot beex- 
chang'd for another, ardthree 
vertues will not make amends 
for one remaining vice. He that 


| oppreſtes the poor cannot make 


amends by giving good counſel 3 
and if a Prieſt be Simoniaca}, he 
cannot. be efteem'd righteous be- 
fore God by preaching well and - 
taking care of his.charge. To be 
zealous for God and for Religt 
on 1s good, but that will not le- 

ny gitimate 


(46) 
gitimatecruelty to our Brother : 
It is not enough for a man to be 
a good Citizen, unleſs he be alſo 
a good man. But ſome men build 
their houſes with half a dozen 
croſs ſticks, and turfe is the 
foundation, and ſtraw is the co- 
. vering,and they think they dwell 
ſecurely, * their Religion is 
made up but of two or three 
yertues, and they think to com- 
mute with God : ſome good for 
ſome bad, mus uiwulyupe whine N 2igge, 
as if one deadly wound were 
not enough to deſtroy the mcſt 
healthful conſtitution in the 
world: Deceive not your ſelyes. 
It 1s-all one on which hand we 
fall : 

-—= Onur operantur 
Et calor ©: frigns, fee hoc, ſic illud 
adurit EW 


Sie temebre wiſum, ſic ſol comtra- | 


ris attfert.” 
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The Moon may burtius by night 
as well as the Sun by day : and 
a man may be made blind by 
the light of the Sun as well as 
by the darkneſs of-the evening, 
and any one great miſchief 1s 


enongh to deſtroy one man. 


Some men are very meek and 
entle naturally, and that they. 
erve God withal; they purſue 

the vertue of their nature : that 

is, they tye a ſtone at the bot- 
tom of the well, and that's more 
than needs ; the ſtone will ſtay 
there without that trouble 3 and 
this good inclination will of. it 
ſelf eafily proceed to iffue 3 and. 
therefore our eare and caution 

Gould be more carefully imploy- 

ed in mortification of our na- 

tures,and acquiſt of ſuch vertues 
to which we are mare refraQtory, 
and then cheriſh the other too, 


aa 
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at the ſame time we are buſy in 
this, it-may be weare ſecret 'A- 
-, dulterers, and that will ſpoil our 

confidences in the -coduels of 
-the other inſtance : others are 
greatly bountiful to. the poor, 
and love all mankind, and hurt 
no body but themſelves ; but it 
is a thouſand pities to ſee ſuch 
. loving good natur'd perſons to 


periſh infinitely by one crime, |: 


and to ſee ſuch excellent good 
things thrown away to pleaſe an 
uncontrolled and a ſtubbern luſt; 


but ſo do ſome eſcape out of a | 


pit, and are taken jn a trap at 
their going forth, and ſtepping 
afide to avoid the hoare froſt, 
fall into a valley full of Snow. 
The righteouſneſs Evangelical is 
another kind of thing :1t 1s 2 
holy converſation, . a Godlike 
life, an univerſal obedience, a 
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a Sanctification of the whole 
man, and keeps not the body 
only, but the ſoul and the ſpirit 
unblameable to the coming of 
the Lord Jeſus. 
5. And laſtly 3 The Pharifai- \ 
call righteouſneſs was the. pre- | 
duct of fear, and therefore what 
they muſt needs do, that they 
would do; but no more. But 


- the righteouſneſs Evangelical is 


prodnc'd by Love, it is manag'd 
by Choice, and cheriſh'd by De- 
light and fair Experiences. Chri- 


. ſtians are a willing people 3 ho- 


mines bone voluntatis, men of. 
good will ; arbores Domini. So 
they are myſtically repreſented 
in Scripture 3 the Trees of the 
Lord are full of $«p : among the 
Hebrews the trees of the Lord 


did fgnifie ſuch trees as grew of 


themſelves; and all that are of 


(49) J 
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a vital principle within,and grow 
without conſtraint. P:ifrm nts wo 
Cpinacc viyuercyt ors udhnre froie UK 07 285 vis, 


one ſaid it of Chriſtians : they 


obey the Laws, and by the good- 


neſs of their lives exceed the 
Laws ; and certain it is, no man 
hath the righteouſneſs Evange- 
lical if he reſolves alwayes to 
take all his liberty, in every thing 
that is meecrly lawful ; or if he 
purpoſe to do no more than he 
' muſt needs, that 1s, no more than 
he is juſt commanded. For the 
Reaſons are plain. . 

1. The Chriſtian that reſolves 
to do every thing that is lawful 
will many times run into danger 
and inconvenience 3 becauſe the 
utmoſt extremity of lawful is fb 


near to that which is unlawful, \ 


that he will often paſs into un- 
lawful undiſcernably. Vertues 


and Vices have vot inall their| i 
, in 


_ * ENG 
inſtances a great land-mark ſet 

between them, like warlike na- 
tions ſeparate. by prodigious” 
walls, vaſt ſeas and portentous 
hills ; but they are oftentimes 
like the bounds of a Pariſh 3; 
men are fain to cnt a croſs upon. 
the turfe, and make little marks 
and agnual perambulations for 
memorials : ſo it 15 in lawful and 
unlawful : by a little miftake a' 
man may be greatly rain'd. He 
that drinks till his tongue is full 
as a ſpunge, and his ſpeech a lit- 


es | tle ſtammering and tripping, 


haſty and diſorderly, though he 
be not gone as far as drunken- 
neſs, yet he is gone beyond the* 
ſeverity of a Chriſtian 3 ' and 
whenhe is juſt paſt intounlawful, 
if he diſputes too curiouſly, he 
will” certainly deceive himſelf 


:-| for. want'of a wiſer curioſity. © 
But '2; He that will do all 
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that he thinks he may lawfully, 
had need have an infallible guide 
alwayes by him, who ſhould 


without error be able to anſwer: 


all caſes of Conſcience, ' which 
will happen every day ina life 
ſo careleſs and inſecure 3 for if 
he ſhould be miſtaken, his error 
$&s his crime, and not his cxcule, 
A man 1n this caſe had need be 
very ſure of his propoſition 
which becauſe he cannot be, in 
charity to himſelf he will quick- 
ly finde that he is bound to ab- 
Kain from all things that are un- 
certainly good, and from all dif- 
putable ey1ls 3 from things which 
_ although they may be in them- 
ſelves lawful, yet accidental- 
iy, and that from a thouſand 
cauſes may become unlawtul, 


Pavidas quippe & formigoleſir ef 


Chriſtianm, ſaith Salviagtyonr atgy 


*R Haninm peceare metiuens ut tn; 
ferdun 


terduns & non timends formidet. 
A Chriſtian is afraid of every 
little thing : and he ſometimes 
greatly fears that he hath ſinn'd, 
eventhen when he hath no other 
reaſon to be afraid, but becauſe 
he would not do fo for all: the 
world. 

3. He that reſolves to uſe all 
his liberty cannot be innocent; 
ſo long as there are in the world 
ſo many bold temptations, and 
preſumptuous aCtions, ſo many 
ſcandals, and ſa much ignorance 
in the things of 'God, ſo many 
things that are ſuſpitious ,' and 
ſo many things that are of evil 
report 3' ſo many ill cuſtoms-and 
diſpuiſes' in the world , with 


which if we reſolve to comply'in 


all that is ſuppoſed Jawful,:2 wan 
may be in the' regions of 'death 


- before he! peredive his head to 
' ake, 'and "inſtead of a ſtaff in his 


D 3 hand 
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hand may have afplinter in his 
Elbow. 

4: Beſides all this z He that 
thus ſtands on his terms with 
Gad, and ſo carefully husbands 
his duty , and thinks to make 
ſo good a market of obedience, 
that he will quit nothing which 
he thinks he may lawfully keep, 
ſhall never be exemplar in his 
life ,. and ſhall never grow in 
prace, - and therefore fhall never 


entcr into glory. .He therefore | 


that will be-;righteous by the 
meaſures Evangelical, muſt con- 
ſider not only what 1s lawful, 
but what is expedient ; not on- 
ly-what is barely ſafe, but-what 
is worthy, that which. may fe- 
cure, and that which may do ad- 
vantage to that concerne, that is 
the.greateſt in the world. 

And 2. Theeale is very like 


with them that'reſolye to.do no{- 


Peper! more\ 
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more good than is commanded 
them - For 1. it 1s infinitely un- 
profitable as to our eternal in- 
tereſt, becauſe no man does do 
all that is commanded at all 
times; and therefore he that. 
will not ſometimes'do more, be- 
j1des- that he hath no love, no 
zeal of duty, no holy fires 1n his 
foul 3 beſides this, Ifay, he can 
never make any amends towards 
the reparation of his Conſcience. 


Let him that Stole ſteal no more 5 


that's well; but that's not well 
enough, for he muſt if he can 
make reſtitution of what he 
ſtole, or he ſhall never be par- 
don'd ; and ſo- it is in all our 
entercourſe with God. To do 
what is commanded is the duty 
of the preſent ; we are tyed to 
this in-every preſent, in every 
period of our lives 3 but there- 


* fore if we never do any more 


D 4 than 


JO 


than juſt the preſent duty, who 
ſhall ſupply the deficiencies, and 
fill up the gaps, and redeem 
what 13 paſt ? This 1s a material 
conſideration in the righteoul- 
nefs' Evangelical. 
- But then 2. we muft know 
that in keeping of Gods Com- 
mandments every degree of in- 
. ternal duty is under the Com- 
mandments: and therefore what- 
ever we. do, we muſt do it as 
well as we can. Now he that 
dces his Duty with the biggeſt 
affection he can, will alſo do all 
that he can : and he can never 
know that he hath done what is 
commanded, unleſs he does all 
that 1s in his power. For God 
hath put no limit but love and 
poſhbility, and therefore who- 
ever ſayes, hither will I go and 
'no farther, this I will do and no 


more, thus much will I ſerve }* 


God } 


* that they think lawful, and will 
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God, but that ſhall be all, he. 
hath the affe&tions of a Slave, 
and the religion of a Phariſce, 
the craft of a Merchant, and the 
falſeneſs of a Broker ; but he 
hath not the proper meaſures 
of the righteouſneſs Evangelical. 
But ſo it happens in the mud 
and {lime of the River Borborws 
when the eye of the Sun hath 
long dwelt upon it, and produ- 
ces Frogs and Mice which begin 
to move a little under a thin co- 
verof its own parental - matter, 
and if they can get looſe to live 
half a life that 1s all; bur the 
hinder parts, which are not 
form'd before the ſetting of the 
Sun, ſtick faſt in their beds of 
mud, and the lirtle moiety of a 
creature dies before it conld be 
well ſaid to live; ſo it is with 
thoſe Chriſtians who will do all 


do 
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do no- more than what they ſup- 
poſe neceſſary 3 +.they do but 


peep into the light of the Sun of | 
righteouſneſs; they have the be- | 


ginnings of life ; but their hin- 
der parts, their paſſons and af- 
 fefions, and the deſires of the 
lower man are {ti!] unform'd ; 
and he that dwells-in this ſtate is 
juſt ſo much of a Chriſtian as a 
Spunge is of a plant, and a muſh- 
rome of a ſhrub : they may be 
as ſenfible as an oyſter, and -di- 
ſcourſe at the rate of achilde, 
but are greatly ſhort of the righ- 
ecouſneſs Evangelical. 

I have now done with thoſe 
parts of the Chriſtian righteouſ- 
nes, which were not only an w+«:x5 
 orexcels; but an «/:-x5i-a: to the 
Phariſaical : but becaufe I ought 
not to conceal any thing from 
you that muſt integrate our du- 


ty, and ſecure our-ticle to the q* 


king- 
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' kingdom of Heavenrithere is this 
to be added ; that this precept 
of our bleſſed Saviour is to be 
extended to the dire& degrees 
of our duty : we muſt do more 
duties, and we muſt do them 
better.. And in this although we 
can, have no poſitive meaſures, 
becauſe they are potentially 1n- 
finite, yet therefore we ought to 
' take the beſt, becauſe we are 
{ure the greateſt is not too big 3 
and we are not ſure that God 
will accept a worſe, when we can 
do a better, Now although this 
15 to be underſtood of the inter- 
nal affeftion only ; becauſe that 
muſt never be abated, but God 
1s at all times to be lov'd and 
ſerv'd with all our heart, yet 
concerning the degrees of exter- 
nal duty, as Prayers, and Alms, 
and the like, we are certainly 


the 
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the degree, than was that of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, I am ob- 
lig'd to ſpeak one word for the 


determination of. this inquiry :' 


viz. to how much more of ex- 
ternal duty Chriſtians are oblig'd 
. than was 1n the righteouſneſs of 


the Scribes and Phariſees. In or- | 


der to this, briefly thus. 
I remember that Salvien {peak- 


ing of old men ſumming up their ' 


Repentances, and making a- 
mends for the ſins of their-whole 
life, exhorts them to Alms and 
works of Piety. But inquiring 


how much they ſhould 'do to- | 


wards the redeeming. of - their 
ſouls anſwers with alittleSarcaſm, 
but. plainly enough to give a wiſe 
man an anſwer. *A man fays he 1s 
* not bound to give away all his 
©gTo00ds5 unleſs peradventure 
© he owes all to God 3 but mm 
*© that caſe I cannot tc}! what to 
' ſay 3 


| 


——— 
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« ay; for then the caſe 'is al- 
© terd : a man is not bound. to 
< part. with all his eſtate; that 
« is unleſs his fins be greater 
< than his eſtate 5 but if they be, 
© then he may conſider of it a- 


_ *9ain, and confider better. And 


© he need not pt with it all un- 
© leſs pardon be more precious 


to him than his money, and 


*unlefs heaven be worth it all, 
«and unleſs he knowes juſtly 
© how. much leſs will do it...If 
* he does, let him try his ſkill, 
«and pay juſt ſo much and ny 
© more than he owes to God : 
<< but: if: he does not know, let 
& him be ſure to do enough. His 
meamnng 1s this. Not that a man 
is bound to give all he hath,and 
leave his children beggars.3 be 
is bound from that ' by another 
obligation. . Put as when we.are 


|" tied .tg pray continually 3 the 


cal 
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meaning is, we ſhould conſe- | - 
crate all our time by taking good 
portions out'of all our time for 
that duty ; the devouteft per- | 
ſon being like the waters of 8j- | , 
loam, a perpetual ſpring, but | 1. 


S. Hier. 
1s com- . 
ment. Not a perpetual current 5 that is 


Ifai. 8. * 2 yg y 
Todor. 1, Awayes in readineſs, but aCtu- | 


x3.07ig. ally thruſting forth his waters at | «c 
cap: 13- certain periods every day. So 


| EA 
out of all our eſtate we muſt | _ 
take for Religion and Repen- | 
tance ſuch portions as the whole , 
eſtate can allow; ſo much as ” 


will confecrate the reſt ; ſo much | 1, 
as 1s fit to bring when we pray | 
for a great pardon, and depre- | , 
cate a mighty anger, and turn a- 
fide an intolerable fear, and will | ,, 
purchaſe © an. excellent peace, t 
and will reconcile a great ſinner. 
Now in this. caſe a Chriftian '1s 
to take 'his meaſures "—— t 
to the rate of his contrition, ” | 

exif eales 1s 
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his love , his Religion and his 
fear, his danger and his expeRa- 
tion, and let him meaſure his 
amends wiſely ; his ſorrow, pour- 
ing in, andhis fear thruſting it 
down, and it were very well, if 
his love alſo would make it run 
over. For' deceive not your 
ſelves, there 1s no other mea- 
ſure but this. So much good as 


' a Man does, or ſo much as he 


would do, if he could, ſo much 
of Religion and ſo much of re- 
pentance he hath and no more : 
and a Man cannot ordinarily 
know that he is in a faveable 
condition but by the Teftimony 
which a Divine Phylantrophy 
and a good mind alwayes gives, 
which 1s to. omit, no opportuni- 
ty of doing good in our ſeveral 
proportions and poſlibilities. 
There was an Almes which - 


|, - the Scribes, . and Phariſces were 


oblig'd 
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oblig'd by the Law to give the 

tenth of every third years 
increaſe ; this they alwayes paid 
and this ſort of Almes is called 
Ix<unn Righteouſneſs or Juſtice, 
but the. Almes which Chriſtians ] 
ought to give 1s ;-&:, and it is | 
<y«7», 1t 18 grace,and itis love,and 
It is abundanec, and ſo the old 
Rabbins told : Juftitia proprit | 
dicitur in jis que jure facimns: 
benignitas in iis que preter jus. | 
[t 15 more than lakrooalicll it 


_ . 


——_ 
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is bounty and benignity, for z | 


- that's the Chriſtian meaſure. And | 
ſo it is inthe other parts and in- 
ſtances of the righteouſneſs E- 
vangelical. And therefore it is 
reitarkable that the Saints in| 
the Old Teſtament were called 
$-% right men, and the book of | 
Gereſts,as we find it twice atteſt- 
ed by S. Hierowe was called by 


the]. - 


the book. of right or juſtmenz 
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. the book of abraham, Iſaxc-and: 
} -AnS 1s xy»-oi,gro0d men,harmleſs & 


* and men that do good. In pur- 
| ſuance of whichit is further ob- 
| ſerv'd by learned men, that. the 


| four Goſpels 5 for the aftionsof 
Chriſts Diſciples ſhould not be 
In grads virtutis only,” vertuous 
and. laudable, ſueh as theſe 4ri- 
| ftotle prefles in his Magna Mora- 
lie 5 they muſt paſs on to a fur- 
ther excellency. than ſo : . the 
ſame which he calls a-«{«c 9 vor 5 
they muſt be ſometimes, and as 
| often as we can in grads beroico, 
or that I may uſe the' Chriſtian 
tylez they muft be ations of 
| perfettion : Righteouſneſs was 


| the rwwwwi for alms in the old 


; Teſtament, and {im OF perte- 
7 FIG E _ '- ow 


Jacob. But the word for Chriſti- 
| profitable. Men that are good,. 


word 2«3, or vertueis not in the ' 
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fon was the word for Alms in 


the new 3 as appears by compa- }. 


ring the fift of S. Matthew, and 
the fixt of S. Luke together : 
and that is the full ſtate of this 


difference in the inquiries of the: 


righteouſneſs Phariſaical and E- 
vangelical. 


'T have many more things to | 


ſay, but ye cannot. hear them 
* now, becauſe the time is paſt, 
One thing indeed were fit to be 
ſpoken of,if I had any time left ; 
but I can only name it, and de- 
| fire your conſideration to make 
itup. This great Rule that Chriſt 
gives us does alſo, and that prin- 


_eipally too, eoncern Churches | 


and Common-wealths, as well as 
every ſingle Chriſtian. Chriſtian 


Parliaments muſt-cxceed the Re- |. 


Ligion' and Government of the 
Sanbedrim : your Laws muft be 


more holy, the condition of the] - 
| Subs | 


W_ - 
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| ble, the Laws of Ghrift muſt be: 
| ftrictly enforc'd, you muſt not 
| ſuffer your great Maſter to be 
diſhonour'd; nor his Religion dif- 


' impunity to vitious perſons, and 


for your poor than they did, 


external advantages of- Chriſts 
Religion and his Miniſters tham 
they did of the Prieſts' 'ah# 
Levitts ; that ts, in all "thingy 
.you muſt be more zealous'td 
promote the kingdom of Chriſt, 
| that they were forthe Mipiſte- 
 hics of Mofer- 5 1 in 


Theſinme of asthis* the 
righteouſheſs Eyapyclical js the 


' fame With that Which*the Anct- 
LI. -. WB 2 ents 


Subjects be made more tolera-” © 


membred by Secs, or diſgrac'd ' 
by impiety : you muſt give no.; 
' you uſt take care that no great _ . 
example be greatly corrupted-2 © +. 
you muſt make better proviſions _ -* 


and take more-care even of the 


OR 


(68) 
ents call'd wm Soni Jay ey mAitcier, to 
hve an Apoſtolicall life , that 
was the meaſure of Chriſtians, 
the IN #rehmus » O82picror Buvlee , INEn 


Ca, yaeorks iſcexrans (Cw leale God > that 
bl : p | 
k8IO- Irayoyies gempe 5c as Apo ſto Loech 
Tara! grroiac xabagymnc, vg" 2 } 

Ye dpenCpd; ayſegeonc moſt admirably 
megri{,ymeus Os wi I94- Geſcribes It, men 
Cs) iu ©- «325 2 Srxt0- h |; ; 
oO» arize> PeComurO- WnOo are. CUrlt- 
-LESLL [77g rh #pa2- OUS of their very 
aig ovoavgolin 4c, , 
"Oalw mw «yarlw pal abc £m CYCcsS, temperate in 
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-, - theirtongue, of a 
mortify'd body, and a humble 
ſpirit, pure: in their intentions, 
mafters of their paſſions. /.Men, 
who when theyarcinjur'd return 


honourable wordg;when they are | 


lefſen'd in their eſtates, increaſe 
10, their charity .z when. they 
are abus'd, they yet.are.courtes 


ous and; give intreatics;.. when. 


they are. hated, they pay. love; 


Vc, ? 


that delird to 


mcn that are dull in contentious, 


hut oe 
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and quick in loving kindneſſes, 


' (69) | 
ſwift as the feet of 4ſabell, and 


ready-as the chariots of 4wins- 
dab. . True Chriftians are ſuch as 
are crucified with Chriſt, and 
dead unto all fin 3 and finally 
place their whole love-on God, 
and for his. ſake upon all man- 
kind : this 1s the deſcription 
of a Chriſtian, and the true tate 


| of the righteouſneſs Evangelical; 


- —_— 


ſo that it was well ſaid of 4thes regar. 
nagoras * uſtic yerrinec womeye £: ja pro Chrt- : 


| ixevim 1x49, NO Chriſtian is af 


wicked man , unleſs his life be 
a continual lie, unleſs he be falſc 


.to God and his Religion.” For 


_— 


—_— 


| the righteouſneſs of the Goſpel 


is in ſhort , nothing elſe but a. 


tranſcript. of the life of Chrift : 


de matthana nahaliel des nabaliel 


| Bawoth, ſaid R. Joſhua : Chriſt 


1s the: image of . God, and every 


'Chriſtjan is the image of Chriſt, 


D 3 whoſe 


| 1-2-5 bs 
whoſe example is imitable, but 
it'is the beſt, and his laws are 
the moſt perſe&t, but the moſt 
eafic, and the promiſes by which 
he invitesour greater ſervices are 
molt excellent, but moſt true; 
and the rewards ſhall be hereat- 
ter, but they ſhall abide for ever. 
and ( that I may take notice of 
the laſt words of my Text ) the 
threatnings to. them that fal] 
thort of this righteouſneſs are 
moſt terrible, but moſt certainly 
ſhall come to. paſs: they ſhal 
wever enter into the kingdom of 
Seaver; that Is, .their portion 
ſhall be ſhame and an eternal pri- 
ſon, 4pznizac jelus, a flood of 
brimſtone, and a cohabiepmnl 
with Devils to eternal ages: 
and if this conſideration will not 
prevail, there is no place left for 
perſivation, and there is no uſe 


þ 


of reaſon; and the greateſt hops ; 
* + "+ nl 


and the greateſt fears can be no 


argument or ſan&ion of lawes 
and the greateſt good in the 
world is not conſiderable, and 

the greateſt evil is not formida- 
ble 3 but if they be,: there is no 
more to be ſaid 3 If you would 
have your portion with Chriſt, 
you muft be righteous by his 
meaſures 3 and' theſe are they 
that I have told you, 
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ROMANS. 7, 19. . 
For the- good that I would, T do 

not : but the evil mo T would 
' not, that I do... 


F Hat Fs Fumich Gidt 'to 
. - Philip when he: read 
the book of 'the Pro-- 
. phet 7ſ254h.3 Of whom 


| ſreaketb the Prophet this, of him- 
ſelf, or ſome other max £, The 
ſame qneſtion Tam to-afk- con- 


cerning the words of my Text : 


- Does'S. Paul mean” this of him-. 


ſelf or of ſome other 2It is hop'd 
that he ſpeaks it of himſelf and 
means''that though: his /under- 


5 . ſtanding is convinc'd. that he 


ought to ſerve'Godz | and-that 
do 


\ 


#4 
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do ſo; yet the Law of God 
without is oppos'd | by a law 
of Sin within : we have a cor- 
rupted nature, and a body of 
infirmity, and-our reafon dwells 
in the dark, and we muſt go 
out of the world before we leave 
_ our fin. For beſides that ſome 
fins are eſteemed brave and ho- 
nourable, and he is a baffled per- 
ſon that dares not kill his bro- 
ther hike a Gentleman; our very 
Tables are made a ſnare ; and 
our. civilities are direct treaſons 
to the ſoul ; you cannot enter- 
tain your friend but excels is the 
meaſure 3 and that you may be 
very kinde to your Gueſt, you 
ſtep aſide and lay away the Chri- 
{tian 3 your love cannot be ex- 
preſled unleſs you do him an ill 
turn and civilly invite him to a 
Feaver. Juſtice is too often 


taught to boy to great intereſts, 


and 


| did not5- he was willing, but he 
6 6: | WAS 


(77) 
and men cannot live without 
flattery z and there are. ſome 
Trades that miniſter to ſin, ſo 
that withcut a fin we cannot 
maintain our Families ; and if 
you mean to live, you muſt da 
as others do 3 now ſo long as 
men ſec they are like to be un- 
done by inngcence, and that they 
can no way live but by. compli- 
ance with the evil cuſtoms of. 
the world, men conclude praftt- 
cally, becauſe they muſt live they 
myſt fin 5 they muſt live hand- 
ſomely. and therefore muſt da 
ſome things unhandſomely, and 
ſo upon the whole matter fin is 
unayoidable., Fain they would 
but - cannot tell how to help it: 
But fince it 1s no better, it isyyell 
it 15 no worſe. For it is S. Pauls 
caſe, no-worſe man : he would 
and he would nor, he did and:he 


(78) 


was not able 3 and therefore the 


caſe is clear, that if a man ftrives 
againſt fin, and falls unwillingly, 
it ſhall not be imputed to him; 
| he may be a regenerate man for 
all that. A man.muſt indeed 


wrangle againſt fin when it 


comes, and like a peevith lover 
reſiſt and conſent at the ſame 
time, and then all is well 3 for 
this not only conſiſts with, but 
Is a ſigne of the ſtate of regene- 
ration. 

If this be true, God will be 
very 111 ſerv'd. If it be not true; 
moſt men will have but ſmall 
hopes of being ſav'd, becauſe this 


1s the condition of moſt men. 


What then is to be done ? Truth. 


ean do us no hurt ; and there- 
fore be willing to let this matter 


paſs under examination ; for if 
it trouble us now, it will bring. 


comfort hereafter. And there- 
- . kore 


w F=F LW IRR RY” OTIS. 
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Lad 


| ' g00d thing dwells in bin, v. 18. he. 
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'} forebeforel enter-into the main - 


inquiry, I ſhall by deſcribing the 


. ſtate of the man,of whom S. Paul 


ſpeaks here, tell you plainly, who 


It is that is in this ſtate of fad 


things, and then do ye make 
your reſolutions. according as 


| you ſhall finde it neceflary for 


the ſaving of your ſouls 3 which 
I am ſure ought to be the end of 
all preaching. 
I. The man S. Paxl ſpeaks of 
1s one that is dead, v. 9. one that 
was deceiv'd and ſlain, v. 11. one 
in whom ſi was exceeding ſinful, 
v. 13. that is, highly imputed, 


greatly malicious, infinitely de- © 


{tructive : he is one who is car- 
nal, and ſold under fin, v.14. he is 
one that fins againſt his coxſTrence 
and his reaſoz, v. 16. he is one in 
whom ſiz dwe//s, but the Spirit 
of God does not dwell ; for »e 


Is 


. law of fin, v. 25. Now if this 


. wonder what is, orcan be a ſtafe 
of 'reprobation ! for though 


' or that life and death can abide 


ye ſhall dhe, but if ye throug the 
| Spirit 


is one who is browght into capti- 
vity to the law of ſin, he is a ſer- 
vant of uncleanneſs', with his 
fleſh and members ſerving the 


be a ſtate of regeneration, | 


this be the ſtate of Nature, 


yet it cannot be the ſtate of one 


redeemed by the Spirit of Chriſt; 
and therefore flatter not your 
ſclyes any more, that it is enough 
for you to haye good delires, 
and bad performances : never 
think that any fin can reign in 
you, and yet you be ſervants of 
God :: that fin can dwell in you, 
and at the ſame time the Spirit 
of God can dwell in you too; 


together. The ſumme' of affairs 
is this. if ye live after the Ty 
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N. Spirit do mortife HhE Hetds of oh 


body, ye ſhall i," but not*eMe 
aponany tertns Whatſoever:--- 
- My Text i5'ovic'of the hard 
plates of S.: Pauls) which as'S; pol 
ter fayes, the ignorant ant the 
wrſt able reſt to their own tanina- 
tid, Bur bectuſe inthis-#aſc the 
danger is {o. immjnent; and the 


| —_ would be'fo intolera- 


ble, S: Pax! immediately-*after 
this 'Chapter C'in/which 'utider 
hiso6wn perſon, as was uſual'with 
him ro do, he deſcribes the'ſtate 
of a natural man advanc'd no 
further than Moſes Law, and not 
redeem'd by the blood of Chriſt, 
or inlightned by the Spirit of 
God, and taught by the wiſer 
Lefſons and Sermons of the Go- 
ſpel ) immediately: ſpends the 
next Chapter in oppoſing the 
Evangelical ſtate to the Legal, 
the Spiritual to the Carnal, the 
4 F Chri- 


82) 


riſtian 't tha, Natural 
els us plainly.c*k he ;that _ 


font Fn the PE of. Ga 


is xedermmes., om the : Power 
fia: het bat iis Chyiſts f recd may 
is pot.a ſlave. of. fin, not captive 
| tothe :Devilarhis ml: .he that 
is inthe fleſh. cannot ple 

but gory; ſcrvant © of 6 
is freed from fin:and.is, a: ſervant 
of righteouſneſs, :and neem 
from all his, vain cony ſatin | 
for this is. the *end...c Ghrih 
coming, and cannot be i in, Vain 
unleſs we make it ſo.. He came 
to. bleſs us by turning, Ke. 
ry one of us from. our, qnuq 

ties, Now concerning, t . 
beſides the evidence of the thing 
it ſelf ; that S. Pazt does nt 


ks 


ſpeak theſe words of himfclf, but 
by a wm”umc , under his Own 
borrowed perſon he. deſcribe 
the ſtate of a carnal, —_— 
; 


otQ 


_ y 
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ed, junregenerate-perſon, is ex- 
preſly; affirmed by S.-irenews and 
Origen; by. Tertullian;and S. Baſil, 
byiTheadoret and: S: £bryſoitom, 


man by :8;! Fenomi.and: fometimes-by 


S. Auſtin, by S. Ambroſe and S, 
Cyril, by Macatrins and Theophy- 
lIa;and. is indeed that:true- ſenſe 
and:imeaning ofitheſe words of S. 
Paxl,which words nonecin-abuſe 
or;; miſunderſtand, but -toz7 the 
great; prejudicei of-:a holy. jilite, 
* thePitronage of all-iniquity. 
But! farithe. ſtetivg; of”; this 
great caſe- of conſcience, I fhall 
firſt in;;ſhort deſcribe; to-:you 
what are the propercaufes which - 
place-men, and keep them inithis 
{tate .of a neceſſity. of ſinning : 
and 2: I ſhall prove the abſolute 
neceſiity.of coming out of this 


.conditien, and:. quitting all our 
fin. 3.. In what degree this is to 
. be effected. 4. By what Inſtru- 

E 2 ments 


; "(94 \ 
ments this is tobe done : [and all 
ehefe being. practical will'-of 


themſelves be (ſufficient ufe to]. 


the Dedtrines, and necd no other 
applicatory but a plain exhortg- 
tion. av A 
'T. What are the cauſes of this 
evil, by which we are firſt plac'd, 
and ſo long kept in a neceſſity 


of finning-, ſo that we cantidt|.. . 


do what .good we would; not 
avoid the evil that we hate? 
The: firſt is the evil ſtate of 
our Nature, : And indeed he that 
conſiders the. daily experiment 
of his own weak Nature, the 


_ _ and inconſtancy of his 


oul being like a ſick mans-legp, 
or the knees of Infants, reeling 
and unſtable by diſcaſe or by i 
firmity ; and the perpetual lex 
-ven and germinations, the thru- 
ſtings forth, and ſwelling of his 
ſenſes , running out like new 
wine 


(55) 
wine into vapours and intoxica- 
ting aftivities, will readily con- 


feſs, that though even in nature 


there may be many good incli- 

nations to many inſtances of the 

Divine Commandments : yet it 
cn go no further than this ve/e5- 
ty,this deſiring todo good, bur is - 
not able. And upon this es dr 

it 15 that LaFartixs brings in the 
Pagan or natural'man complain- 
Ing, Volo equideme non peccare, ſed 
vincor, indutus enim ſum carne 
fragili & imbecilli. This is very 
true 5 and I adde only this cau- 
tion. There is not in the cor- 
ruption of our nature ſo much 
as will ſave us harmleſs, or make 
us exeuſable if we fin againſt 
God. Natural corruption . can 
make us criminal, . but not inno- 
cent 3 for though by him that 
willingly abides in the ſtate of 
mere nature fin cannot be avaid- 
| F 3 cd, 
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ed, yet no man is in that ſtats 
longer than he loves tobe &; 
for the Grace of God came to] # 
reſcue us from this evil portion 
and is alyayes preſent 'to giv 
us a new nature, and create'y 
oyer again:and therefore though 
fin is made: neceſſary to the ns 
tural man'' by his 'umpotency 
and fond loves, that is, by hi 
unregenerate nature, yet in the 
whole conftitution of ' affairs 
God hath more than made it up 
by his Grace, if we will make 
uſe of it. 'T7 preris elucet (jt 
plarimoruw, que ubi emoritur 
tate, manifeſtume eſt non defeciſe| * 
meturamn, ſed euram, ſaid uini-| 5 
lian. We cannot tell what" we 7 
are, or what we think in our it 
fancy 3 and-when we can knoi 
_ our thoughts we cari eaſily ob 
ſerve that we'have learn'd ev) 
things by'evil examples, - 


(85) 
ſtats| the: corrupt manners of an evil 
 $; conyerfation*' P 4ibi per ſotor- 
e tol diam wires, terepah, ingerinin de-- 
tion fnxere, ature infirmitas acepfa- 
givd tur : that indeed ts too true 5*'We 
ten grow lazy, and wanton, and'we 
ouph loſe our! time, and abuſe our 

e nz| parts,and do ugly. things,and lay 
ency the fault wholly” upon our natu- 

- bx] ral infirmities : but 'we muſt re- 

1 the] member that by this time it'is n 
Airs ſtate of Nature, a ſtate of ficſh 

t up] and blood, which' cannot 'eriter 
1ake} into heaven. The natural man 
ſp and the natural child are not the 

r &| ſame rhing'in true Divinity. The. 
cf] natural childe indeed can do 'no 
ivj-| good 3 but the natural man cans 

wel not chooſe but d6 evil :* 'but'tt 
-in{ is becauſe he will do ſo hes 

ou] not born in_the ſecond birth, 

ob and renewed'in the naptiby 'of x 
ej] the Spirit, | 4 


F 4 2. We "*D 
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2. We have brought our ſelves 
into an accidental neceflity of fin, 


ning by the evil principles which | 


are ſuck'd in by great, parts c 
mankind. We are taught wayes 
of going to Heaven without for- 
ſaking our ſins ; of repentance 
without reſtitution 3 of. being 
in. charity without hearty for- 
giveneſs, and without love 5 of 
believing our ſins.to bepardon'd 
before they. are mortified 3, of 


truſting in Chriftsdeath without | 


conformity to. his life 3 of being 
in; Gods — upbn the only 
account of being .of ſuch an. 0- 
- pinion 3 and that when we are, 
Once in, we can never be out: 
we . are taught to. believe 
that the events of things do not 
depend upon our crucitying our 
evil. and corrupt affeftions, but 
upon eternal and unalterable 
Counſels; that the promiſes are 
2I\W .2 not 
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not the rewards of obedience, 


| but graces pertaining only to:a 
_ few predeſtinates, and yet men - 


are Saints for all that : 'and- that 
the Laws of God are of the race 
of the Giants, not to be obſerv'd 
by any grace or by any,induſtry, 
this is ithe;,Chatechiſm of the 
Ignorant .and-the profane. : but 
without . all. peradyenture the 
contrary ' propoſitions -ate | the 
way to make the world better : 
but certainly they that 'believe 
theſe things do not believe 
It neceſſary that we ſhould ef- 
chew all evil : and no' wonder 
then if when men upon theſe ac- 
counts {Jacken their induſtry and 
their care, they find fin ſtill pre- 
vailing ,- ſtill dwelling within 
them, and. {till unconquerable 
by ſo {leight and disheartned la- 


bours, For [14m xx; $'<4maidulG- 1e6- 


" Tov Tive Talc 51 :- every foo] ad eve- | 


ry 


F 
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ry ignorant perſon is a child 
it ;'and;- it 15 no 'wonder 
that he who talks--fooliſhly 
ſhould'i do childifhly and ' weaks | 
3. Toonr weak and corrupt- 
ed naturc;\'and our fooliſh di- 
{courſes men do daily ſuperin- 
duce: evil habits and cuſtoms of 
ſinning/Conſuetudo mala tanquan 
ham infixus anime, fad the Fa- 
ther 3-am-evil cuitom is a hook 
inthe ſoul, and draws it whi- 
ther the Devil pleaſes. When if 


COMES:tO the xa2diz A guuva T wry 9At0” 


_ "*acy AS $. Peter's word 15,4 heart 


exerciz.d with covetous praiſes, 
then'It'is alſo 423, it is weak 
and unableto do the good it fain 
would”, or to avoid the evil 
which-in a good fit it pretends 
to hate;*-This 15 ſo known [ 
thall not infift upon it 3 buradde 
this-only :- that wherever a » 
4 It 
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bit is contracted, it 'is all one 
what the inſtance-be : it is as 
caſy as delicious, 'as unalterable 
in vertue as in vice; for what 
helps nature brings to a vitious 
habit, the ſame and much more 
the Spirit of God, by his power . 
and by his comforts -can do'in a 
vertuous : and then we are well 
again. You ſee by this who are, 
and why they are-in this evil 
condition ; the evil natures, and 
the evil principles, and the evil 
manners of the world, theſe are 
the cauſes of our imperfect wil- 
lings, and weaker aCtings in the _ 
things of God : and as long as 

men ſtay here, *fin will be una- 
voidable. For eyen meat it ſelf 
is loathſlom to a -ſick -ſto- 
mach ; and 1t 1s: impoſſible- for 
him that is heartſick to cat the 
moſt wholſom'diet 5 and yethe 
that ſhall ſay eating is impoſſible, 
will 


(92) 
will be beft. confuted by ſeeing 
all the healthful men , in the 
world eat heartily every day. 


2. Put what then?Cannot fin be | 


be avoided 2 Cannot a Chriſtian 
mortifie the deeds of the body? 
Cannot Chrift redeem us, and 
cleanſe us from all our fins ? Can- 
not the works of the Devil be 
deſtroyed 2 That's the next par- 
ticular to be inquir'd of. Whe- 
ther or no it be not neceſlary, 
and therefore very poſlible for 
a ſervant of God' to paſs from 
this evil ſtate of things, and not 
only hate evil, but avoid it alſo? 
— He that ſaith be bath not fnu'd 
is @ lyar : but what: then? 
Becauſe a Man hath finnd, it 
does not follow. he muſt do fo 
alwayes.  Haſt thou ſinned ? doſo 
20 more (aid the wile Benſirach) 


and ſo ſaid Chriſt to' the poor 


Paralytic, Go and fin no more. 
tis, They 


= © 
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They were'excellent words ſpo- 
ken by a holy Prophet | Let not 
the ſinner ſay be hath not ſinned: 
For God ſhall burn coles of fire 


| upon bis head, that ſaith before 


the Lord God and his glory, I hnve 
2ot ſinned) well | that caſe iscon- 
feſled: Al men bave ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the' glory of God. 
Put is there no remedy for this? 
Muſt it alwayes 'be fo, and:fin 
for ever muſt have the uppet- 
hand, and for ever baffle:our'te- 
ſolutions, and all-our fierce and 
carneſt promiſes of amendment ? 
God forbid ; there was a time 
then to come, and, : bleſſed be 
God it hath been long come |_ yet 
s little while (faith that Prophet) 
and iniquity (ball be taken ont of 
the earth, and righteouſneſs ſhalt 
reign among you | For, that's in 


the day of Chriſts kingdom, the 


- manifeſtation of the Goſpel : 
- when 


(94) 
when Chriſt reigns.in-our heafts 
by his Spit, Dagon and the 
Ark cannot ſtahd together ': we 


cannot ſerve--Chriſt and Belzal : | 


and. as in the; ſtate of nature.ng 
good thing, dwells within; us, fo 
when Chriſt rules in us, no evil 
thing canabjde.. For every plant 
that. wy heavenly Father hath not 
planted fball-be rooted up, and caſt 
away into >the, fires of con- 
ſumwption-'or -purification. - But 
how ſhall this come to paſs, fnce 
we. all finde our ſelves ſo inh- 
nitely weak-and- fooliſh? - I ſhall. 
tell you. # 5s eaſier for 4 camt 
#0 go through the eye of a needk, 
than for a rich man to enter' int 
heaven, ſaid Chriſt. It is impoſlr 
ble to nature, it is impoſſible to 
them that arc given to vanity 
it is impeſlible for them that de- 
_—> inthe evil ſnare. Eut Chrilt 
adds z with men this is mpegs 5 

gl 
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int with God all things,are poſſi 


ble. What. we cannot do for.our 


| ſelves, God can do for, us and 
: | with, us... What, Nature; cannot 


do .the Grace: of :Gogd can. , So 
that the thing may,be.done, net 
indeed by our ſelves, : hyt-gr.44ze 
Des aecums faith $. gut 3 God 


and man Fogether 0a GL Byt 
If.it can be done any., way tat 


Gog, hath put into.gur.powers,5 
the Oegnene FO ors 

mans. good will ſball.be taken, 
exchange for the real and actual 
mottification of his fans. 'He,that: 


fins, and would fain,not;fin;; but 


fig is preſent with him, whether - 


he will or no 3 let him, take 


heed; for the ſame is. the. Law 
of fin, and the Law of death 
C faith the Apoſtle ) :and. that 
mans. heart is not . right with 
God. For it is impoſlible men 


. ſhould pray for deliverance and 


nor 


gw a as "x 


4; {96 ). 
not be heard, that they ſhould 
labour 'and not be proſperous, 


unleſs' they pray amiſs, and Ia |. 


bour falſely. ' Let no man' there- 
fore” pleaſe himſelf with talking 
of great" things, with perpetual 
'converſation in pious diſcourſes, 
or with ineffective deſires of ſer- 
ving God: He that does not pra 
-Cife as well 'as he talks, and do 
what he defires and what he 
ought todo, confeſſes himſelf 6 
fin greatly againſt his conſcience; 
'arid-1t is a prodigious folly to 
think that 'he is a good man be- 
_ eauſe though he does fin, yet it 
* * was againſt his minde to do fo.A 
mans conſcience can never cot 
demn him, if that be his excuſe, 
to ſay that his conſcience checkt 
him 3 and that will be but a {ad 
apology at the day of Judgment, 
Some men talk like Angels, _ 
pray with great fervor, and me 

ditate 


Ms 


| 
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ditate with deep receſſes; and 
eak to God: with loving atte- 


ſ 
| [roma and words of union, and 


adhere to him in ſilent devyoti- 
on, and when they go abroad 
are as paſſionate as ever, pceviſh 
as 4 frighted Fly, vexing them- 
ſelves with their own reflexi- 
ons + they are 'cruel 1n their 
bargains , . unmerciful 'to' their 
tenants, and proud as a Barba- 
rian Prince. They are for all 
their fine words impatient of 
reproof, ſcornful to their Neigh- 
beurs, lovers of money, ſupreme 
in their own thoughts, and ſub- 
mit-to none 3 all their '{piritnal 
Iife they talk' of, is nothing bar 
ſpiritual fancy and illuſion : they 
are ſtill under the power of 
their paſſions, and their fin rules 
them 1mperiouſly , and carrics 
them away infallibly.' Let theſe 


men conſider 5 there are ſome 


G INCA 


(g9S) 


men think it impoſdible to do az 


much as they dg. The common 


{wearer cannot _leave that. vice|* 


and talk well ; and theſe men 


that.talk. thus well, think they | 


cannot do as well as they talk; 
but: both of them are equally 


under. the power of their re | 


ſpective (ins, and are equally de 
cein,d, and equally not the ſer 
vants of God. * This is true; 
but it is equally as true 3 that 
there is no neceſſity for all this; 
for it ought, and it may be 
therwiſe. if we pleaſe. For | 
pray be pleas'd to hear S. Paw, 
| Gal.s.16, [alk in the Spirit, and ye ſud 
not . fulfil the luſis of the fleſ 
There's your. remedy. For th 
Spirit Iuſteth againſt the fleſh, ant 


of 10 
the fleſh againſt the Spirit, theres| | 


- the cauſe of it, *7« wi 3", ſ@ thi 


| | "Fla 
ge may not,or cannot do the "y 


| 


coſt 


ye would. That's the ble 


. (99) 
conſequent and produt of. that: 
cauſe. That is plainly. As there. 
is a ſtate of carnality { of which 


$. Paul ſpeaks in my Text) fo: 
'| that in that ſtate. a man canrot 


but ohey the fleſh : ſo there 1s, 
alſo a ſtate of ſpirituality, when 
ſin is dead, and righteouſneſs is 


| alivez, and in this ſtate; the fleſh 
, | can no- more- prevail,..than-. the 


Spirit. could -do' in the- other« 
* Some men-cannot.-chooſe but 


fin : for the carnal minde is notrom.* .7- 


ſubje& to God, neither indeed can 
be ( ſaith S. Poxl) but there are: 
alſo ſome men, that cannot en-_ 
dure any thing that is not good. 
It is a great pain for. a tempe- 
rate man. to. ſuffer the-diſorders 
of Drunkenneſs, and the ſhames 
of Luſt are intolerable to a chaſt 


and modeſt.perſon.. This alſo. is 


affirmed.by 'S. John, Fboſoever 1 John 
is born of God. doth not commit* * 


pg 4 G 2 ſin, 


fin, for his ſeed remaineth in him, 


. to the taſte, or the ſharpeſt put 


[OO 


So that you ſee it is poſſible'for 


a good man not to commit the| 
ſin to which he is tempted : but] 


the Apoſtle ſayes more, He doji 
wot commit fin , neitber inde 
cax he, becauſe he 3s born of Gol 

And this 1s agreeable to tl 
words of our B. Saviour : 4 
corrupt tree cannot bring forih 
good fruit 3 and a good tree cat 
not bring forth evil fruit, that 
as the childe of Hell is carrie 


to Sin = impetu , he dot 
not check at it 3 he does it anl 
1s not troubled : ſo on the othe 
fide, a- child'of God is as ful) 


convinc'd of righteouſneſs, an 
that which is' unrighteous 84 


hateful to him, as Colocymi 


Cures to the Pupil of the ejt 
We may ſee ſomething: of th 
In common experiences. "Wh 


(1 } 


EY 6h 


| man of erdinary prudence and 


reputation can be tempted to 


ſteal, or, for what price would 
| he be. rempted to murder his 


friend? If we did hate all ſins 
as we hate theſe, would it not 
be as eaſy to be innocent in 0- 
ther inſtances, as moſt men are 
in theſe z and we ſhould have 
as few Drunkards as we. have 
thieves. In ſuch as theſe, we do 
not complain in. the words of 
my Text 3 What I would nat,that 
I do 5. and what IT would, I do 
ot. Does not every good man 
overcame all the power of great 
ſins? And can he by, the. Spirit 
of God and right reaſon, by 


- fear and hope conquer. Goliath, 


and beat. the ſons of. the. Giant, 
and can._.he not overcome the 
little. Children.of Gath,? or is it 
harder to overcome}. little fin 
than a..great one :. are not the 
Tae T3 Cw 


| "X- T0%7--: 
temptations to little fins ver 
little, and yet are they greate 


and ftronger than 'a' mighty 


grace ? Could the poor Dems 
niac that liv'd in the graves, by 
the power of the Devil bre 
his iron chains in pieces,and can- 
not he 'who' hath the Spirit 
God 'diflolve the chains of fin! 


Thorongh Chriſt that ſtrengthen |- 


me, I can do all things, ſaith 
S. Paul. Fatis ſibi copiaruns cun 
Publio Decio , &- nanquam-nint 
am hoſtium fore, ſaid one in [i 
vie - which 1s beſt rendred by 
S. Paul ; If God be with us, whi 
can be agairriF'us? Nay there is 
an wpn4.'tin 5. Paul, We are mort 
than Conqiterours; for *even © 
mongſt an ariny of Conquerotrs | 
there are degrees of Exaltation ; 
and ſome ſerve God like the Cen- 
. turion, and ſome like S. Peter; 


ſome lke Martha, and ſome like | 


Mary 3 | 


| tis YoVaſily avoided, as 
they that: undetfiand that" lan- 
TOI. G 4 guage 


(104) 
guage know very well ; and if 
we were ſo wiſe and valiant as 


quickly finde, that by the help 
of the Spirit of God, we can do 
more than we thought we could, 
It. was ſaid of Alexander; Bene 
auſis eſt vana contemnere, he did 
no great matter in couquering 
the Perſian, becaufe they were 
2 pitiful and a ſoft people 3 on- 
ly. he nnderſtood them to be ſo, 
and was wiſe and bold enough 
not tofear ſuch images, and men 
of clouts.' But men in the mat- 
ter of great ſins and little do as 
the Magicians of Zgypt 5 when 
Meoſesturn'd his Rod into a Ser- 

nt it mov'd, them not 3, .but 
when. they ſaw the Lice and the 
Flies, . then they were afraid, 

e ſee that bythe Grace. of 


— —_ 


not to affright our ſelves with | 
our own terrors, we ſhould | 


God we can eſcape great fins, 
_T 
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but we ſtart at Flies, and abird 
out of a Buſh diſorders us 3 the 


. Lyon 1h the way troubles us 
| not; butaFrog and a Worm 


affrights us. Remember the 
ſaying of S. Paul : Chriſt came to 


redeem to himſelf a Church > and 


to preſent it pure and ſpotleſs be- 
fore the Throne of Graces and if 
you mean to be of this number, 
you muſt endeavour to be under 
this qualification, that, is, ( as 
Paul laboured to be ,) veid of 
offence both towards God, and to- 
wards Man. And ſol have done 
with the ſecond Propoſition 3 
It 1s neceſſary-that all Sin. great 
and little ſhould be mortified 
and dead in us, and that we no 
longer abide in thgt ſtate of {la; 
very as to fay, The good that I 
would, I do. yot ; but the evil that 
I would not. that I do. _ - 


/;: 3. In the.next place we are 


ro 


C106) 
to inquire in what degree this is 
to be cffected ; for though in 
negatives properly there are no | 
degrees , yet unleſs there be | 
ſome allayes in this DoGrine, it 
will not be ſo well, and 1t may 
be your experiences will for ever 
confute' my A1guments. For 
who car ſay that he 3s clean from 
his fin (\airh the Wiſeman ) and 
as our ilefled Saviour ſaid, He 
that is innocent among ſt you all, 
let him"ihrow the firit'ſtone at the 
ſimmer and ſpare net. 

To this | anſwer in the words 
of S: Gregory. All mans righte- 
ouſneſs will be feund to be un- 
righteous, if God ſhould ſevere- 
ly enter 'tnto judgment 5 but 
therefore even after our iuno- 
cerice we muſt pray for pardon, 
#t que ſurcumbere difcnſſa pote- 
rat, ex judicis pietate convaleſcat, 
that our innocence” which in 
on {tri&- 


| C107) 

ſtriftneſs of Divine judgment 
would' be”: found ſpotted and 
ſtain'd, by the mercy of our Sa- 
viour rhay be accepted. S. Ber- 
nard exprefles this well. Noſtra 
ſiqua eſt bumiiljs juſtitia > rea 
forfitan fed non pura. Our hum- 
ble rifhteouſneſsisperhaps right 
in the eyes of God , but not 
pure, that is, accepted by his 
mercy, but it is fach as dares 
not contend in judgment. For 
as no man is ſo much a ſinner 
but he ſometimes ſpeaks a good 
word, or does ſume things not 
il ; and yet that little good in- 
terupts not that ſtate of evil : 
ſo it is amongſt very good men, 
from whom ſometimes may paſs. 
ſomething that is not commen- 


*dable 3 and yet rheir heart is fo 


habitually right towards God, 


that' they will do nothing but 


CI do not ſay which God 'in 
| juſtice 
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juſtice cannot, but ) which in 
mercy he will not 1mpute to e- 


.ternal condemnation. It was the 


caſe of David, He was a man 
after Gods own heart +, nay, it is 
aid, he was blameleſs ſave in the 
matter of Uriah 3 and yet we 
know he numbred the people, 
and God was angry with him 
and puniſhed him for it : but 
becauſe he was a good man and 
ſerv'd God heartily, that other 
fault of his was unputed to him 
no further : God ſet a fine upon 
his head for it, but it was ſalvo 
contenemento, the main ſtake was 

fate. ; 
For concerning good men the 
queſtion is, not whether or .no 
God could not in the. rigor of 
juſtice blame their indiſcretion; 
or. impute- a fooliih Words or 
chide, them, for a haſty anſwer, 
or a caxeleſs,a(tion, for a leſs de- 
| * yout 


(109) = 
yout prayer, or weak hands, for 
a fearful heart, or a trembling 
faith. Theſe are not- the mea- 
ſures by which God judges 
his children 3 for he knoweth 
whereof we are made, and he re- 
members that we are but duſ}. But 
the queſtion is , whether -any 
man that is covetous or proud, 
falſe to his truſt, or a Drunkard 
can 'at the ſame time be a child 
of God ? No certainly he can- 
not. But then we know that 
God judges us by Jeſus Chriſt, 
that is, with the allayes of mer- 
cy, with an eye of pardon, with 
the ſentences of a Father, by 
the meaſures of a man, and -by 
analogy to all our unavoidable 
abatements. God could enter 
with us into a more ſevere judg- 
ment, but he would not ; and 
no juſtice tied him from exer- 
ciling that mercy. But accord- 


ws 


(119) 


ing to the meaſures of the Go-. 


ſpel be will judge every man ac- 
cording to his works. Now what 
theſe meaſures are is now. the 
queſtion. To which I anſwer 
firſt in general, and then more 
particularly. 

1. In general thus. A Chri- 
ſtzans innocence is alwayes ro 
be meaſured by the plain lines 
and meaſures of the Command- 
ments : but are not to be taken 
wwto account by uncertain and 
fond opinions and the ſcruples 
of zealous and timorous 'per- 
ſuns. My meaning 1s this. Some 


men tell us that every natural 


inclination to a forbidden. ob- 
ject 1s a-fins which, they that 
believe , ſmding them. to be na- 
tural, do alſo confeſs that fuch 
ſins are unavoidable. But if theſe 
natural and firſt motjons be fins, 
then a man ſins whether he-reſiſt 
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them, or reſiſts them not, whe: 
ther he prevails,or prevails not 5 
and there is no other difference 


| but this;he that fights ntagainſt, 
| butalwayes yields to his delires, 


fins greateſt: and he that never 


yields but fights always fins oft- 


eneſt. But then, by this reckoning 
it will indeed be impoſlible 
to avoid millions of fins; be- 
cauſe the very. doing, of our 
duty does ſuppoſe a ſin. If God 
ſhould impute ſuch firſt deſires 
to us as bins, we were all very 
miſerable; but if he does not 
impute them, let us trouble our 
ſelves no further about them, 
but to take care that they never 
prevail upon us. Thus men are” 
taught that they neyer ſay their 
prayers, but they commit a ſin. 
Indeed that is true but too of- 
ten ; but yet it is poſſible for 
us- by the Grace of God: to 
hs E pleaſe 


OY 


pleaſe him in faying our prayers, 


and to be accepted of him. But 


indeed if God did proceed a |- 


gainſt us as we do againſt one 
another, no man could abide in- 
nocent for ſo much as:one hour, 
But Gods judgment is other- 
wife : He inquires if the heart 
be right, if our labour be true, 
if we love no fin, if we uſe pru- 
dent and efficacious inſtruments 
to mortifie our ſin, if we go & 
bout our Religion as we 80 


. about the biggeſt concerns of | 


our life 3 if we be ſincere and 
real in our ations and intent!- 
ons. For this is the 4:2vz;"»e that 
God requires of us all; this 
that ſinleſs ſtate;in which if God 


does not finde us, we ſhall ne] 


ver ſee his glorious face, and if 
he does finde us, we lhall cer 
tainly be ſav'd by the. blood of 
Jeſus. For in the ſtyle of' Scri- 
pture 
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the ſame thing : to be ſincere, 
. and to be without offence. is all 
one. Thus David ſpake heartily, 

Tam wutterly purpes' d that -my- 
month ſhall not offend and thou 
ſhalt finde no wickedneſs in me. 
He that endeavours this, and 
hopes this, and does aCtions, and 
uſes means accordingly, not be- 
2ng deceiv'd by his own falfe 
heart, nor abuſed by evil pro- 
poſitions, this man will ſtand 
upright in the Congregations of 
the Fuſt; and though he 'can- 
not challenge Heaven by merit, 
yet he ſhall receive it as a gift, 
by promiſe and by grace. Lex 
nos innocentes eſſe jubet, now tw- 
rioſos , ſaid Seneca. - For God 
takes no Judgment of us by any 
meaſures 3 but of -the' Com- 
mandment without,- and the 
heart and the conſcience withins 
; H but 


TO 
but he never intended his Lays 
to be a ſnare to us, or to entra 


us with conſequences and dark| 


interpretations, by large de 


ductions and witty ſimilituds| 


of faults; but he requires 
us a ſincere heart and a h 


labour in the work of his Com-| 


mandments : he calls upon u 
to avoid all that which his Lay 
plainly forbids, and which ou 
conſciences do condemn. Thy 
is tke general meaſure. The par 
ticulars are briefly theſe. 

1. Every Chriſtian is bound 
, to arrive at that ſtate , that kt 
| have remaining in him no habit 


_ of any fin whatſoever. Our old 


man muſt be crucified;the body| 


- of fin muſt be deſtroyed;he mul 
no longer ſerve. fir 5 fin fhul 


not have the domjnion over you, 


All theſearethe Apoſtles words 
- that is plainly as I have alueey 
| | & 


GT ) 
declar'd : you mult; not-bo at 
that paſs, that though ye would 


. avoid fin ye cannot. For.he that” 


is ſo, is a moſt perfect {ave and 


| Chriſts freed man cannot be ſo, 


Nay, he that lovesſin, . and .dey 
lights in it, hath no liberty:3n» 


'| deed, but he hath more ſhew. of 


it, than he'that obeyes it againſt 
his will | 3 7.00 


--Libertatis ſervateris umbram, 
Si quicquid jubeare velis. 


He that loves to be inthe place, 


15 a lefs priſoner, than he that 1s 
confined againſt lis will. 
2. He that commits any one 


 finby choice and deliberation is 


an enemy to God, and is under 
the dominion of the fleſh. In the 


|- caſe of deliberate fins one act 


does 'glive the denomination; 
he is an Adulterer that ſo muck 
| - ix 2 as 


I 
5 


John 
8, 


—_— 116) 
as once foully breaks the holy 
Laws- of Marriage. He that of: 


fend: in one is gnilty of all, ſaith 


S. James, S. Peters Denial, and 


Davids Adultery had paſs'd on | 


co a fatal iſſue, if the mercy of 
God, and a great repentance 
had not interceded,' Eut they 
did ſo no more, and ſo God re- 
ſtor d them to Grace and Par- 
don. And in this ſenſe are the 
words of S; John, 6 Terr Thy 4pagrian 
he that does a fin is of the Devil, 
and he that is born of God %;riu 
2 ut, he does not commit a fin ; he 
chooſes none, he loves none, he 
endures none, ftalia que non fa- 
ciet bone fidei &+ ſpei Criſtian; 
they do no great fin, and love 
no little one. A fin choſen and 
deliberatly done,is as TertuVians 
expreſſion is, crimen devoratori- 
urs ſalutis 5 it devours ſalvation. 


For as there are ſome fins which | ; 


cal 


[4d 
can be done but once; as a; 
man can kill his Father but once;- 
-or himſelf but once 3 ſo in thoſe. 


| things which can be repeated, a. 


perfed& choice is zquivalent to a 
habit, it is the ſame in principle, - 
that a habit is in the product. 
In ſhort he is not-a child of God, 
that knowingly and deliberate- 
ly chooſes any thing that G 
hates. ren 
3. Every Chriſtian ought:to: 
attain to ſuch a ſtate of life as 
that he never fin, not only by-a - 
long deliberation, but alfo not: 
by paſlion. I do not ſay: that he! 
is not- a good Chriſtian, who. by: 
paſſion 1s ſuddenly furpris'd and: 
falls into folly 5 but this I-fayy,) 
that no pation ought toc'make: 
him chooſe a fin. For:let the fin 
enter by anger or by deſtre,it-s : 
all oneif the conſent be gain'd.lt - 


| 8 anill ſign if a man, though on 
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the ſudden, conſents to a baſe| 
ation. Thus far.every good man| 
is tied, not only to endeavyour, F 


but to prevail againſt his Sin. 

. 4: There 1s one ſtep more; 
which it -it be not aCtually ef- 
fetted; it muſt at leaſt-be great- 


ly.endeavour'd-; and the event | 


beleft to God : and that 1s.that 
we {trive for ſo great a dominion 
over our (ins and luſt, as that we 
benot ſurpriz'd on aſadden. This 
indeed is a work of time,anditis 
well if- it be ever done; but it 
muft alwayes be endeavour'd: 
but is: this.particular,even good 
men- are ſometiwes unproſpe- 
rous. 'S. Epiphanius and S. Chry- 
ſaftorm grew once intocholer,and 
they paſt too far, and: loſt more 
than” their 'argument, . they loſt 
their reaſon & they loſt their pa- 
tience:andEpiphanizs wiſh'd that 


S, Chryſoſtors might not die a Bi- | 


ſhop, 


l 
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— 


ſhop, and he in a peeviſh ex- 
change wiſh'd that Epiphanize 


- might never return to his Bi- 


ſhoprick 3 when they had for- 
gotten their fooliſh anger, God 
remembred it, and ſaid, Awem to 


both - their curſed ſpeakings. 


| Nay, there is yet a greater ex- 


ample of human frailty. S. Paul 
and Barnabas were very holy 
perſons, but once in a heat they 
were both too blame,they were 
peeviſh: and parted company. 
This was not very much : but 
God was ſo difpleas'd, even for 
this little Fly in their. Box of 
Oyatment,that their tory ſayes, 
they never ſaw one anothers 
face again. Theſe earneſt emif- 
ons and tranſportations of pafſi- 
on do ſometime declare the 
weakneſs of good men 3 but 
that even here we ought at leaſt 
to endeavour to be more than 
H 4 Con- 
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 Conquerorsappears in this 3 be- 
cauſe God allowes it not, and by 
puniſhing ſuch follies does many: * 


feſt that he: intends that we 


ſhould ger victory over our ſud- 
dain. paſſions, as well as our na- 
tural luſts. And ſo I have done 
with the third inquiry, in what 
degree God. expects our 1nno- 
cence 5 and now [I briefly come 
tothe laſt particular, which will 
make all the reſt practicable: 
I amnoew to tell you how all this 
can be effeted, and how we 


ſhall get free from the power 


and dominion of our ins. 

4- The fir(t great inſtrument 
1s Faith. He that hath Faith like 
a grain of Muſtard ſeed can re- 
move anountains - the moun- 
tains of fin ſhall fall flat at the 
feet of the Faithful man, and 
{hall be remov'd intc the fea, the 
Sea of Chrifts blood and peni- 
Y tEnN- 
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tential waters. Faith overcometh 
the world, ſaith S. John: and 


walk in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not 


| fulfil the luſts of the fleſhzthere are 


two of our enemies gone : the. 
world and the fleſh, by Faith and 
the Spirit, by the Spirit of Faith; 
and as for the Devil ;' p#t on the 
ield / faith, and refift the De- 
vil,and he will flee from you, faith 
the Apoſtle: and the powers 
of fin ſeem inſuperable to-none, 
but to them that have not faith : 
we do not believe, that God in- 
tends we ſhould do what he 
ſeems to require of us; or elſe 
we think that though Gods 
grace abounds, yet fin muft ſu- 
perabound, expreſly againſt the 
ſaying of S. Paul, or elſe we 
think that the evil ſpirit is{tron- 
'ger than the good Spirit of 
God. Hear what S: Johe faith, 


My litile children, ye are of God” o 


an 


——_ _ 
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and have overcome the evil one ; 
for the gpirit that is in you is 
greater than that which is in the. \ 
world. Pelieveft' thou this ? If 
you do, I ſhall tell you what 
may be the event of. it. When 
the father of the boy, poſſeſſed 
with the Devil, told his ſad ſto- 
ry to Chriſt ; he ſaid : Maſter 
if thow canſt do any thing I pray 
help me, Chriſt anfwered him : 
If thou canſt believe,. all things 
are poſſible to. bime that belieweth. 
N. B. And' therefore if you do 
believe this, go to your prayers, 
and go to your guards, and go 
to your labour; and try what 
God will do for you. For what- 
ſoever things ye deſire, when 
' ye pray, believe thar ye ſhall 
receive them, and ye ſhall have 
them. Now conſider ; Do not 
we every day pray in the Di- 
vine Hymne call'd...7e Dex, 
Vouch- 
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Vouchſafe, G Lord, to keep us this 
day without ſin; and in the Co]- 
lect at morning praver, | and 
erant that this day w: fall inte no 
ſin, neither run into any kind of 
danger, but that all -oar doings. 
tay be ordered by thy govermance, 
to do alwayes that which is righ- 
teons in thy ſight. [Have you any 
hope, or any faith when you ſay 
that Prayer? and if you do-your 
duty as you can, do you think 
the failer will be on Gods part? 
Fear not that 3 if you can truſt 
in God, and do accordingly 5 
though your ſins were as ſcarlet, 
yet they ſhall be as white as ſnow, 
and pure as the feet of the holy 
Lamb. Only let us forſake all 
thoſe weak propoſitions which 
cut the nerves of faith , and: 
make it impoſhble for us to 
atuate all our good defires, or 
to come out from the power of 
ſin. 2. He 
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| 2. He that would be free 
from the ſlavery of Sin, and the 
neceſſity of inning muſt always 
watch, I, that's the point 3 but 
who can watch alwayes 2? Why 
every good man can watch al- 
wayes : and that we may not 
be deceiv'd in this, let us know, 
that the running away. from a 
temptation is a_ part of our 
watchfulneſs, and every good 


unployment 1s another great 


part of it, anda laying in pro- 
viſions, of Reaſon and Religion 
before hand, is yet a third-part 


of-'this watchfulneſs; and the 


converſation of a Chriſtian 1s a 
perpetual watchfulneſs 3 not a 
continual thinking of that one, 
of- thoſe many things, that may 
indanger us ; but it is a conti- 
nual doing ſomething directly 
or; indirectly againſt fin. He et- 
ther prayes to God for his Spi- 
o> r1t 
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rit, or relies upon the promiſes, 
or receives the Sacrament, or 


. goes to his Biſhop for Counſel 


and a Bleſſing, or to his Prieſt 
for Religious offices, or places 
himſelf at the feet of good men 
to hear their wiſe ſayings, or 
calls for the Churches prayers, 
or does the duty of his Calling, 
or actually refiſts Temptation, 
OT _ _pac/ renews his holy 
Purpoſes, or fortifies himſelf by 
Vowes, or ſearches into his Dan- 
ger by a daily. examination 3 .ſo 
that in the whole he is for ever 
upon his guards. * This duty 
and caution of a Chriſtian is like 
watching, leaſt a man cut his fin- 
ger. Wiſe men do not often cut 
their fingers, and yet every day 
they uſe a knife : and a 1nans 
eye is a tender thing, and every 
thing can do it wrong, and eve- 
ry thing can put it out; yet be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe we love cur cyes ſo well; 
in the midſt of ſo many dangers, 
by Gods providence and a pru- |, 
dent natural care, by winking 
when any thing comes againſt 
them, and by turning aſide 
when a blow is offered, they are 
preſerv'd fo certainly, that not 
one man in ten thouſand does 
by a ſtroak loſe one of his eyes 
in all his life time.' It we would 
tranſplant vur natural care to a 
ſpiritual caution, we might by 
Gods Grace be kept from loſing 
our ſouls, as we are from loſing 
our eyes : and becauſe a perpe- 
tual watchfulneſs is our great 
defence, and the perpetual pre- 
ſence of Gods Grace is our great 
ſecurity," and: that this Grace | 
never leaves us, unleſs we leave 
it, and the precept of a daily 
watchfulneſs is a thing not only 
{o reaſonable, but ſo many ealy 

ws | ways 
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waycs to be perform'd, we ſee 
upon What terms we may be 


. | quit of our fins, and more than 


Conquerors over all the enemies 
and impedunents'of Salvation. 

3. If you would be in the 
ſtate of the Liberty of the Sons 
of God, that is, that you may 
not be ſervants of fin in any in- 
ſtance 5 be ſure in the mortifi- 
cations-of fin, willingly or care- 
leſly to leave no remains of it; 
no nelt-egg 3 no principles of 


it, no affections: to it : if any 


thing remains, it will prove to 
us as Manna to the ſons of iſrael 
on the ſecond day, 78 will breed 
worms and flink., therefore la- 
bour againſt every part of it, re- 
ject every propoſition that gives 
it countenance 3 pray to God 
againſt it all ; and what then ? 
Why then ack ed you fhell hav 
( laid Chriſt ).: Nay, ſay ſome 3 

it 
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it is true 3 you ſhall be heard zF 
but in part onely 3 ' for: God}. 
will leave ſome remains of fin" 
within us;-lcaft we ſhould be- 
come proud by being innocent. 
So vainly do men argue againſt: 
Gods goodneſs and their own 


bleſſings and Salvation, uw mum: 
Txmc 3) magtoniuhc, yo! epalactiiac wes | 


oo " 


(asS. Baſil ſayes )) they contrive 
witty arts: to undo themſelves, 
being intangled in the periods | 
of ignorant diſputations. But as 
to the thing it ſelf, if by the re- 
mains of ſin they mean the pro-: 
penſities and natural inclinati- 
ons to forbidden objects ; there 
- 15 no queſtion but they will re- 
maininus ſo long aswe bear our 
fleſh about us : and furely that 
is a great argument to make'ts 
humble.But theſe are not the fins 
which God charges on his peo- 
ple. But if by remains.we mean 
any: 


Ld 
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30d. any -part of the habie of Sin; boi : 
"| ny affeftion, any-malice or 
iy verſeneſs of the WHE 5 ther'ir* 
©) is a cottradidion to fay that” 
= God leaves in us fach remains 
wry of Sin, leaſt by Innocerice we be= 
"WY come Proud. For-how ſhould” 
"4. Pride ſpring in a*Mans heart; if 
57} there: be no remains bf Sin left? | 
res | And is it not the beft, - the 'ſa- 
od; | Teſt way to cure the Pride of | 
«x | Our hearts by taking out evety . 
© root of bitterneſs;, even the © 
" m_ of Pride it felf > Will 2 
bo purpoſe] = © leave the 
es of a and pre-' 
Y end y he does — to prevent” a 
= ho 1s: it not more; 
Th likely he will relapfe,. if che” 
es. | Gokraſy 'be not -wholtty cyred 2? 
"| * Bue- befides- this: If God" 
leayes ny remains of Lin in\us;" 
what-*Emains" are they, and of 
a what \fing ?- hogs he leave the” 
Done TIC- 
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remains 2 of. /Pride? If ſo 3 
that. were': a.,ſtrange. cure to 
leave. the remains of Pride, in 
us to Keep us.from being proud. 
Buytif not ſo,;: but chac.all che 
remains ,of, Pride be taken. a- 
way., by the;grace of God bleſ- 
{ing . our -— >a 5 ., What 
danger is there: of being proud, 
the; remains gf which Sin;are by. | 
_ the grace of God wholly; ta- 1 
ken. away.2...But then, if the -} 

Pride of the heart be :cur'd, } 
which.is the hardeſt to be re- | 
. mov'd, and commonly is . done 1 
laſt of all, who-can diſtruſt the |? 
power of the Spirit of God, or / 
his. goodneſs or his promiſes,and 
ſaythat God does not intend to 
cleanſe his Sons & Servants from 
all unrighteouſneſs; and woos: 
Ing to'S. Paul's prayer keep their 
be, and ſouls, and ps 4: Hn- 
blameable to the coming af the 
| | Lord 
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Lord Jefus. But however 5 let 
God leave what remains 'he 
pleaſe ; all will be well enough 
on that fide, butler us be care-: 
ful, as far as we can, 'that 'vye- 
leave none : leaſt it be ſeverely - 
imputed to us;' and the fire-- 
break out and conſuine us. 
4ly. Let us without any furs 
ther queſtion, put this argu- 
ment t6 a material iſſue; let-us 
do all that we can do, towards 
the' deſtruction” 6Þ the whole 
. body of Sin : but let us never 
fay we-cannot be''quit of our 
Sin till we have done all that 
we can do towards the morti- 
fication of it ? For till that be'i 
done; how can any Man tel} 
where the fault lies, or whether» 
it can be: done 'or thts. "If 'any;:1 
Man can fay that he hath done: 
allthat' he could? do; and” yet -- 
hathfail'd of his dury : if heicam 
TY I 2 ſay 
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' fay truly, that he hath endur'd 


as much as is poſſible to be en- 
dur'd, that he hath watched 
alwayes, and never nodded, 
when he-could avoid it, that 
he hath lov'd as much as he 
could love, that.he hath wait- 
cd till he can'wait no longer ; 
then indeed.if he ſayes true,we 


muſt confeſs that it is not to- be | 


underſtood. : But 18-there. any 
man 1n the World that does all 
that he can da?- If- there: be, 
that Man is blameleſs : if there 
be not, then he cannot ſay but 
It is his own fault that his fin 
prevails againſt him. It is true 


that no man is free from. fin: 


but.it is as true, that no man 
does as much as he can againſt 


it:and therefore no man muſt go | 
about to excuſe himſelf by ſay-. 

ing,No man-is. free from his fin; - 
and therefore nb man can; be: -- 


no 
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no not by the powers of grace, 
for he may as well #gue thus, 
no-man does do-all that he can 


.do againft it 5 and therefore it'is 


impoflible he fhoald do what 


#. he can do. The argument is 
_ apparently fooliſh, and the ex- 


cule is weak, and:the decepti- 
on viſible, and fin-prevails 'up- 


'on -our weak arguingss' but 


the conſequence is plainly this. 
when any Man commits a fin, 


he is guilty before God and 


he cannot ſay he could not help 
it, and God is juſt in puniſhin 
every ſin, and very Fercifall 
when he forgives us any ;.but 
he that ſayes, he cannot avoid 
it, that he cannot overcoinehis 
luſt, . confeſſes himſelf a ſervant” 
of Sin, and that he is not yet- - 
redeemed by the blood of the - 
Sly. He that would*be' *d- 
[ 3 vanc'd 
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vanc'd beyond the power and 
aecellity of inning muſt take 
great caution concerning his 
thoughts and ſecret deſires. For 
buſt when it is conceiv'd brings 

forth ſin; but if it be ſuppreſ- 
ſed 'in' the conception,it comes 
.'to- nothing : but we find it 
hard to deſtroy the Serpent 
when the.egg is hatched into a 
'Cockatrice. The thought is 
eu O- ajuxpTia. 5 no man takes 
- notice. of. it, . but lets it alone 
tiY the fin be too ſtrong , 

Ile lax- and then we complain we 

_ cannot help . it. Nolo ſinas 

ceperint, Cogitationews creſcere. Suffer not 

gn :your thoughts to grow up. For 
coitarg; they. uſually come «y-woc; *55nc, 

0 alli, eapayiaeriires; (28 S, Baſil ſayes ) 

perr ame Suddenly, and eaſily, and wich- 

.out., buſineſs ; | but take heed 
that you nurſe them not 3 but 

.;If you chance to ſtumble,merid 

err; your 
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your.pace 3 ——— nod; let 
It .awaken you 3: for- he: only 
can be- a good man, that raiſes 
himſelf up at the: fuſt trip, that 
ſtrangles his (m:'m- the : birth, 
To2V ph; ff ſin LY at mpiv inviorty a; 5ptrictc, 
Good men. riſe up, again, even 
before they fall, ſaith, S. Chry- 
ſoſtom.Now I pray conſider, that 
when fin is but in. the thought, 
It is eaſily ſuppreſs'd 3..and.1t-it 
be ſtopt there, it can go no. fur- 
ther 3. and what great. moun- 
tain of labour is it therl to, a 

ſtain from our ſin? Is not the 
Adultery of the eye.caſilycur'd 
by ſhutting the. eye-lid. 3 apd 
cannot the thoughts. of . the 
heart. be turn'd aſide by. doing 
buſineſs, by: going into .com- 
pany, by reading or by {leep- 
ing ?' A.man, may. divert his 


thoughts, by ſhaking gf, his | 
head, by thinking any.;y 
Mn"; «#4 
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-elſe, by thinking nothing. Za 
- wiki Chriſtianum ( ſaith'S. An- 
.tin) &- intelligit qued dico. 
Every man that loves God un- 
_ .[Aderſtands. this, and more than 

this to be true. Now if things 
'Þe' thus, and that we may be 
Cafe in that which is ſuppos'd to 
'bethe hardeſt of all; we muſt 
needs condemn our ſelves, and 
lay-our faces'in the duſt when 
" we'give up our ſelves to any 
''fin 3 we cannot be juſtified by 
faying we could not help it.For 
as.it was decreed by the Fathers 
'of the Arexſican Council 24: Hoc 
"etiam ſecundum fidem catholicam 
"#redimnus, ec. This we believe 
--according to the Catholic faith, 
"'that having receiv'd Baptiſmal 
. Grace, all that'are baptiz'd, by 


. - the aid and cooperation of 


Chriſt, muſt and can (if they 
will labour faithfully ) perform 


and 
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and fulfil thoſe things which 
belong unto ſalyation. 

6. And laſtly. If fin hath 
gotten the power of any one 
of us, conſider in what degree 
the ſin hath prevail'd; If but a 
little, the battel will be more 
ea(y, and the victory more cer- 
tain but then be ſure to do it 
thoroughly, becauſe there is 
not much to be done. Put if 
fin hath prevall'd greatly, then 
indeed you have very much to 
do, therefore begin betimes, 
and defer not this work till 
old age ſhall make it extreamly 
difficult, -or death ſhall make-:it 
impoſiible. 


Nam quamvis prope te, quammnis 
temone ſub uno | 
Vertentem ſeſe fruſire ſe@abers 
canthum, þ 
Cumrota poſterior curras, in 
axe ſecundo. [ 
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If thou beeſt caſt bebinde,. if 


thou haſt neglected the-duties 
, of thy vigorous age; thou ſhalt 
-. never overtake that ;ſtrength 3 
the hinder whee), though big- 
ger than the former, and mea- 
ſures more ground at every re- 
volution, yet ſhall never over- 
take it: and -all the ſecond 
Connfcls of thy old age,though 
undertiken with greater .re- 
ſolution , and acted with the 
ſtrengths of fear and need, and 
purſued . with more pertinac1- 
ous purpoſes than the early re- 
pentances 'of young men, yet: 
ſhall never overtake thoſe ad- 
vantages Which you loft when 
you gave your youth to.folly,8& 
. the cauſes of -a fad repentance. 
However if. you. finde it (o 
: hard '2 thing to get. from the 
power of cne Mafſter-ſin, if an 
old Acnlterer.doees. dote,- if T 
'! 0] 
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neſs 1s not ſo likely to be proſ- 
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old Drunkard be further from 
remedy than a. young Sinner, 2 
if Covetouſneſs grows with old 
age, if : ambition be ſtill more 
Hydropick and grows more 
thirſty for + every draught of 
honour, 'you may eaſily reſolve 
that old-age, or your laſt ſick- 


perous- inthe mortification of 
our long prevailing ſins. Do 
not all men defire to end their 
dayes in Religion, to dye in the 
arms of the Church, to expire 
under the condu@' of a religi- 
ous Man : when ye are fick or 
dying , then nothing but pray- 
ers and ſad: complaints, and the 
groans. of a tremulous repen- 
tance, and the faint labours of 
an almoſt: impofſible mortifica- 
tion : then the deſpiſed Prieſt 
is ſent for, then he is a good 


man, and: his words are Ora- 
cles, 
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cles, and.neligion is-truth, and 
fin 1s a load, and. the ſinner is 
a fool, then we watch 'for a 
word of comfort from his 
mouth, as the :fearful Priſoner 
for his fate :upon the Judges 
_ anſwer. That -which 1s -true 
then, 1s 'true now; and there- 
fore to prevent ſo intolerable 
a danger, :mortifie your ſins 
betime, for:elſe-yau_ will hard- 
ly mortifie 1t at -all. Remem- 
| tber that» the. ſnail .out-went the 
Eagle and won the goal, be- 
cauſe ſhe ſet:out betimes. 

To ſumm up all, every good 
'Man 15 a new Creature, and 
Chriſtianity 'js not ſo much a 
Divine inſtitution, as a [Divine 
frame and. temper -of Spirit , 
which if we heartily pray for, 
and endeavour 'to- obtain, we 
ſhall find :it as:hard and as un- 
caſte to ſin againſt God, as-now 
we 


” the full meaſures of the ſtatu 


| 


(141) 
we think it 1impoſble to ab- 


ftain from our moſk pleaſing 


Sins. For as it is in the Spermatic 


vertue of the heavens, which 
diffuſes it ſelf Univerſally upon 
all ſablunary.bodies,and fubtilly 


| inſirmating_ it ſelf into the moſt 
| dull and unactive Element pro- 


duces | Gold and Pearls, Life 
and Motion and brisk a&vities 


| 1n_ all things that can receive 
| the influence and heavenly ble(-. 


ſing : So it is 1 the Holy Spirit 
of God,.and the word of God. 
and the. grace of God, which $.. 
Jobn calls the ſeed of God;it is 
a law of righteouſneſs, and it 
is a law of the Spirit. of Lite; - 
and changes nature into. gracey -. 
and dulneſs into zeal, and fear- 
into love, and ſinful habits into 
innocence, and paſſes on from-; 
grace:to grace till. we/:arrive at; i 
re; 
of 


(142) 
of Chriſt, and into the perfe& 
Iiberty of the Sons of God ; fo 
that we ſhall no more ſay, the 
evil that'T would not, that 1 
do 3 but we ſhall hate what God 
hates, and the evil that 1s for- 
bidden we ſhall not do. not be- 
cauſe we are ſtrong of our 
ſelves; but becauſe Chriſt is our 
ſtrength, and he is in , us, and 
Chriſts ſtrength ſhall be per- 
feed in our weakneſs, and his 
grace will be ſufficient for us : 
and he will of his own good 
pleaſure work in us, not only 
to will, but alſo to do, ' velle & 
perficere faith the Apoſtle, to 
will and to do' it thorottghly, 
and fully, being ſanQified tho- 


roughout, to the glory of his- 


Holy name; and the eternal ſal- 


vation of our ſouls” thorough 
Jefus Chriſtour Lord, to whom 


with the Father , &c 
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Ns, 
F JAMES 2. 24- 


Tou ſee them, how that by works 
4 Man is juſtified, and not by 
Faith only. 


Faith , S. Pawl * tells us, 28. 


that this juſtification is wrought 
by - faith without works 3 fo 
him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth ( ſaith S.Panl): that this 
| is not wrought without works; 
: po | 
S. James is as expreſs for his ne- 
gative, 'as S. Paxl was for his 
_ affirmative, and hoiy both theſe 
ſhould be true, is ſomethmg 
Nah K harder 


Mm we arc. juſtified by * Rom.3. 


that we are alſo juitifed by 5 
works, we are told in my text, 10. 10. 
and both may be true. RT 


(146) 
harder to unridle. But affir manti 
incumbit probatio, he that -af- 
firms muſt prove, and therefore 
S. Paul proves his doCtrine by 
the example of Abrabam., to 
whom faith was imputed for 
righteouſneſs 3 :and therefore 
not by works. And what can 
be anſwer'd to this? Nothing 
but this, that S. Jawes uſes the 
very ſame argyment to prove 
that. our ' juſtification. 1s by 


James 2. works alſo. [_ For our Father A- 


braham was juftified by works, 
when he offer d up his Sox lfaac.' 
Now which of theſe fayes true ? 
Certainly both of them : but 
neither of them haye been very 
well underſtood ; inſomuch 
that they have not only made 
diviſions of heart among the 
faithfull ; but one party relies 
on faith tothe diſparagement of 
good life; and the other makes 
works 


(147) 
works to be the main ground 
of 'our -hope and confidence, 
and conſequently to exclude 
the efficacy of Faith. The one 
makes Chriſtian Religion a lazy: 
and - unactive inſtitution ;: and 
the other, a bold preſumption. 
on our ſelves ; while: the. fxſt 
tempts us to live like Heathens, 


and the other recalls us to live 


the life of Jews; while one 
ſayes 7 aw of Paul,and another, 
I aws of $. James, and both:of 
them put it in danger of evacu- 
ating the inſtitution and, the 
death of Chriſt ;--one looking 
on Chriſt only as a lawgiver, 
and the other only as a Savj- 
our : the effets of theſe are 
very ſad,and by all means tobe 
diverted by all the wile con- 
fiderations of the Spirit. "m0 
. My purpoſe 'is not with ſub- 


tle arts to reconcile them that 


K 2 never 
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never diſagreed : the two A+ 
poſties ſpake by the ſame Spirit, 


and to the ſame Jaſt deſign, 


though to differing intermedi- 
al\purpoſes : but becauſe the 
great end of faith, the deſign, 
the definition, the State, the 
Oeconomy of it, is that all be# 
lievers ſhould not live accord- 
Ing to the fleſh, but according 
to the Spirit 3 before I fall to 
the cloſe handling of the Text, 
I ſhall premiſe ſome preliminary 
conſiderations to prepare the 
way of holineſs, to explicate the 
differing ſenſes of the Apoſtles, 
to underſtand the queſtion and 
the duty, by removing the 
cauſes of the vulgar miſtakes 
of moſt Men in this article, and 
then proceed to the main in-- 
quiry. | 

1. That no man may abuſe 
himſelf or others by — 

O 


W—_— 
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of hard words, ſpoken in myſte- 
ry, with __— expreſſions, 
to ſecret: ſenſes, wrapt up in a 
cloud-: ſuch as are [| Faith, and 
Juſtifieation,, and Imputation, 
and Righteouſneſs, and works] 
be pleas d to conſider that the 
very word Faith is in Scripture 
infinitely ambiguous,in ſo much 
that inithe Latin Concordances 
of ' S. Hieroms 'Bible publiſhed 
by Kobert Stephers, you may 
ſee-no lefs than twenty two ſe- 
veral” fences. and »:acceptations 
of the. word Faith, ſet down 
with:the ſeveral/places of Scri- 
pture' 'referring to: them. . To 
which if out of 'my own: abſcr- 
vation. F could: add /no. more; 


| yet" theſe. are arrabundant de- 


monſtration-2;'that- whatſocyer 
is ſaid of theefficdcy: of Faith 
for-Juſtification,-isnot to be ta- 
ken in -ſuch-a ſenſe as - will 

K 3 weaken 


Crg0) 
weaken the neceſlity, and. our 
carefulneſs of good life, when 
the:word | may in ſo; many* 0+ 
ther . ſenſes be. taken.to verifie | 
thei affirmation of Si Raxl, of 
Juftification by. faith; fo as to 
reconcile it 'to the neceſlity of 
Obedience :i " 
2; Asit.is3nthe word faith, 
ſoit: is in-wodks 3 for by works 
is: meant ſometimes :the thing 
done, ' ſometimes the: labour of 
doing,lometimes the ggad will: 
it:is ſometimes taken for. a iftate 
of good life, ſornetimes for the 
Covenant of; works 5 it ;ſome- 
titnes means the works :of : the 
Law, ſometimes the works. ,of 
the Goſpel þ :fometimes it: 1s ta» 
ken 'for apertect :aCtual'nnſin- | 
ing obedience, fometimes: for 4 
ſincere-+ endeavour to [pleaſe 
God: ſometimes they are'meant 
fo be ſuch which can challenge 


the 


to-need no repentanee, it 1s' 


(Ten 


the reward as of Debt, ſome- 


times ' they thean' onely a 
diſpoſition of the perſon to re- 
ceive: the favour and the grace 
of: God. Now fince our good 
works can be but'of one kinde, 
for ours cannot be metitoribus, 


ours" catinot be without th all 


our life; they catinot be ſuck as 
nv 
wonder if we miſt be juſtified 
without” works in this ſenfe - 
for by ſuch works' no' man H- 
ving can be juſtified. And theſe 
S. Payl calls the works of the _ 
Law, and ſometimes he calls 
them 'our righteohſneſs , and 
theſe. are the Covenant of 
works. But becauſe'we' eame 


| "Into the world to'ſerve God, 


and God will be obeyed 3 and 
Jeſus Chriſt came into- the 
world- to ſave us' om fin, and 
to redeem; to himſelf a people 2ea- 

K 4 lous 


CI82 ) 


lous of g60d works, and hath tv 


this purpoſe. reveal 'd to us all! 


his Fathers will, and deſtroyed 
the. works of the Devil, and 
gives us his holy Spirits and 
by him we ſhall be juſtified in 
this obedience therefore when 
works ſ{ignifie a ſincere, - heart 

endeavour to. keep all Gods 
commands .out of a belief in 
Chriſt that if we endeavour to 
do ſo, we ſhall be helped by 


| his grace, and if we really do | 


ſo we ſhall be pardon'd for 
what is paſt, and if we con- 
tinue to do ſo, we ſhall receive 
a Crown of. Glory, therefore 
It is no wonder that it is ſaid 
weare to be juſtified by works; 
alwayes meaning , not .. the 
works of the law, that is,works 
that are meritorious ; works 
that can challenge the reward 3 


Tc- 


—_— cy. 


works that need no mercy, no | 


Let 


-H 
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. repentance, no humiliation; and 


nv appeal te grace and favour, 
but' alwayes meaning, works 
that arc an obedience to God... 
by the meaſures ' of good will,” 
and-a-ſincere endeavour , and 


the faith ofthe Lord Jeſus. 


3. But thns alſo it is m 
the word |. Juſtification. ] For 
God is juſtified, and wiſdom is 
juſtified, and Man 'is juſtified, 
and a'finner js not juſtified as 
long as he continues :ip'fin, and 


a Sinner 1s juſtified when he 


'repents, and when'he 1s par- 


don'd; and an innocent perſon 
1s Juſtified when he 1s declar'd 
to be no criminal, :and a righ- 
reous man Is juſtified: when he 
1s ſav'd, and a weak Chriſtian 
1s juſtified when. his imperfect 
ſervices are accepted for the 
preſent, and himſelf thruſt for- 


ward to more prace ; and he 
| that 


= 9 8 
that 1s juſtified may- be juſtifi- 
ed -more-:and every: Man that 
is juſtified to one purpoſe is not 
ſo to all: and faith in divers ſen- 
ſes gives juſtification in asmany, 
and . therefore though to every 
ſenſe of Faithithere is not al- 
-wayes n degree of juſtification 
in any'z-yet-when the Faith is 
ſuch that : juſtification 'is the 
.produd} and correſpondent, as 
that. Faith may be imperte@, 
.Jo-thejuſttfication is but begun, 
and. either: muſt proceed fur- 
ther, or.\c|ſe- as the fanth will 
dye , ſo the juſtification will 
come to nothing. The like 
obſervation .:might be made 
concerning imputation' and all 
the 'wordsus'd in this queſtion, 
.but theſe - may fuffice till'T paſs 
ro other- particulars. - 

: & Not ooly'the word faith, 
buralio:charity and: godlineſs, 


and 


Sw 
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and religion ſignifi /{ometimes 
particular ' graces,:'and* ſome- 
times they ſuppoſe. Univerſally, 
and mean conjugations. and U- 
nions of' graces, -as'is evident - 
to them, that read: the Scri- 
ptures with obſervation :. Now 
when juſtification.is attributed 
to Faith, or Salvation to Gad- 
lineſs;. they -are to; be under- 
ſtood, in the aggregate 'ſenſs5 
for that I may give but'one in- 


| ſtance of this-3:'when S. Paw! 


ſpeaks of Faith as it/is a' parti- 
cular .grace and ſeperate from 
the reſt,. he: alſo dots: ſeperate 
it. from- all poſlibility-of bring- 


ing 't9: to Heaven: thongh I: c:r. 
have all Faith, ſo'thet' T could 3% 


rewove Mountains 'a#d" hive wo 
charity', IT am "nothing ,' \'when 
faith: includes Charity; it will 
bring- us to Heaven; wher'it 
is alone ,. when it is without 


Charity, 


(156) 
charity,it;will do nothing at all; 
- :$« Neither can this :$a: 541 
be ſalved by ſaying,that though 
faith alone does juſtifie, : yet 
when ſhe does juſtifie ſhe is not 
alone 5 but good works -muſt 
follow : for this is ſaid to no 
purpoſe. 1. Becauſe if we be 
juftified - by- faith alune,, the 
work is done, - whether charity 
cloes follow or no, and there- 
fore that want of Charity 
'cannot hurt us. 2: Fhere: can 
be. no | imaginable . cauſe why 
charity -and:; obedience ſhould 
be at all 'neceſlary. : if the 
whole work. can be: done 
without it. +3. If obedience 
and -charty.be nota condition 
of our Salvation, then. it-js.not 
neceſlary to: follow faith :but 
If it be, 1t does! as muchas faith; 
for:that is; but a part.: ofthe 
condition;/ 4. If we can: be 
v111%7-3 ſav'd 


| 


\ 
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fav'd without charity -. and 
keeping the Commandments, 
what need . we trouble our 
ſelves for them : if we cannot 
be ſav'd without them , then: 
either faith without them does. 
not juſtifie,cr if it does, we are 
never the better,for we may. be 
damn'd for all that juſtification. 
The Conſequent of theſe . 
obſervations is briefly this, . : 
I. That no Man ſhould fool 
himſelf by diſputing about the 
Philoſophy of Tuſlification - 
and what cauſality faith hath 
in it 3 and whether it be the 
act of faith that juſtifies or the 
habit 2 whether faith as a good 
work or Faith as an inſtru- 
ment ? Whether Faith as. it is 
Obedience, or faith as it is an 
acceſs to Chriſt 2 whether as a. 
band,or as a heart 2 whether by 
its own innate vertue, or by 
" efficacy 


Tyſcul.1 0 
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efficacy of the obje&? whether 
as afign,'or as a thing ſignifi- 
ed > Whether by introduction 
or by perfettion? whether inthe 
firſt beginnings, or in its laſt and 
beſt productions 2 Whether by 
inherent worthineſs or adven- 
titious , Imputation 2 Uberins 
iſia queſo, &c. ( that I mayuſe 
the words of Cicero ) hec enin 

ſpinoſtora prins ut confitear me 
cogunt quam ut aſſentiar. Theſe 
things are knotty and too in- 
tricate to do any good they 
may amuſe us, but never ins 
ſtruct us 5 and they have al- 
ready made men careleſs and 
confident, difputative and trou- 
bleſom, proud and uncharita- 
ble, but neither wiſer nor bet- 
ter, let us therefore leave 
theſe weak wayes of troubling 
our ſelves or others, and di- 


itz 


NA IB 
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reflylook to the Theology of | 


yp 


Fe, 
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it 3 the direct duty, the end of 
Faith, and the work of faith, 
the conditions and the inſtru- 
ments ofi,our Salvation, the 
juſt foundation of our hopes, 
how our faith can deſtroy our 
fin, and how it can unite us - 
unto God ; how by it we can 
be made Partakers of Chriſts 
death, and imitators of his life 5 
for fince it is evident by the 


' premiſes that this article 1s not ' 


to be determind or rely'd up- 
on by arguing from words 
of many ſignifications 5 we muſt 
walk by a clearer "light by ſuch 
plain Sayings and Dogmati- 
cal Propoſitions of Scripture 
which evidently teach us our 
duty, and place our hopes up- 
on that which cannat- deceive 
us, that 1s, which require Q- 
bedience, which call upon us, 


to glorifie God , and to do 


good 


( 160 ) 
good to men, and to keep all 
Gods Commandments , with 
diligence and ſincerity. 

For ſince. the end of our 
Faith is that we may be Diſci- 
ples and Servants of 'the Lord 
Jeſus, advancing hs Kingdom 
here, and partaking of it here- 
after, ſince we are commanded 


to believe what Chriſt taught, |. 


that it may appear as reaſona- 
ble as it is neceflary to do. 
what he hath commanded, 
fince Faith and works are in 
order one to the other, it is im- 
poſſible that Evangelical Faith 
and Evangelical works ſhould 
be oppos'd one to the other in 
the effeting of our Salvation. 


So that as It 1s to no purpols | 


for Chriſtians to diſpute whe- 
ther we are juſtified by Faith 
or the works of the law, that 
15 the Covenant of works with- 
out 


a 


| . (161) | 
out the help of . Faith and the 
auxiliaries and allowances of 
mercy on Gods part; and re- 
| pentance on ours. ; becauſe no 
Chriſtian can pretend to this : 
ſo it is perfectly fooliſh to dif- 
ute whether Chriftians are to 
be juſtified 'by Faith, or the 
works' of the Goſpel 3 for I 
| ſhall make it appear that they 
are both the ſame ' thing. No 
man diſparages faith but he 
that fayes, Faith does not work 
righteouſneſs 3 for he that 
fayes ſo, fayes indeed it cannot 
Juſtifie : for he ayes that faith 
is alone ; it 1s faith only, and 
the words of my Text are 
plain ; 'you ſee ( faith $. James) 
| that 1s, it is evident to your 
ſenſe, it is as clear as an ocular 
demonſtration; that a May: is 
juſtified by works and not by 
Faith only. 
$6, | My 


Cy 
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My Text hath in it theſe 


two Propoſitions: a negative 
and an affirmative. 'The nega- 
tive is this. 1. By faith only a 
Man is not juſtified. The affr- 
mative. 2. By works alſo a Man 
is juſtified, Ws 

When have briefly diſcoursd 
of theſe 3 I ſhall only add 
ſuch praQical conſiderations as 


ſhall make the Doftrines uſeful, 


and taiigible and material. 
1, By faith only a man is not 
juſtified. ' By faith only, bere 
is meant, faich without Obedi- 
dience. For what do we think 
of thoſe that detain the faith in 


Unrighteouſneſs : \they' have | 


faith, they. could not elſe keep 
it in fo ill a Cabinet, but yet 
the Apoſtle reckons them as 
mongſt the Keprobates 3 . for 
the abominable., the Reprokates 
and the diſobedient are all one F 
an 
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and therefore ſuch perſons. for 
all their faith ſhall have? no 
part-with faithful: 4braban: ; for 
none are his Children but they 
that do the works 'of Abraham3z 
Abraham's fait without Abra« 
_ 's works. is mothing : for af 
him thet hath zith; and hath 


. #0# works; $ anes' askes,: Fan _ 2. 


Faith ſuve ha? Meaning thit * 
it is itapoſſible + For what think 
we'of thoſe that "did Miracles 
in Chriſts ' name,” and in; his 
narne caſt out Devils? Have not 
they faith? Yes, ownen fidemy 
all Po that is alone, for rho 
could! remove Mountains : be 
yet | to'iniany 'of-them 'Chriſb 


_ wil'ifay, ” ae2) 
born Fa ml bog 2 # rn 


Jon 9}. Nay at «6 laſh; what 
think we of the” "Devils chews 
vr ' ive not they faiths 

&; Und 6s fas hot fades 


_ Mird- 
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wiraculerum neither, but it is 
an Operative faith, it works a 


little ; for it makes them trem-. 
ble'; and 5 it may be that is more | 


than thy faith does ito thee, 
and' yet doſt. thou; hope. to. be 


fav'd _ a faith that does leſs | 


to:thee, than: che Devils; faith 
does. to him], That's impoſls- 
ble: For: Farth without works 7 7s 
dead; faith,S. Jemes. It is warns 
arids ſaithiS; Auſtin, it. is. 4 
rd. hand,.and that which 
is ; capnbt work the Ie of 
in - us,: much leſs. obtain 
ar. Life:#gr us; In ſhoxt, a 
Man may have. faith, ,and. yet 
do :the works.of unrighteoul- 
neſs 5 he may. have faith ,and be 
z: Devil, and: then what;.can 
fuch.a fyith do to. him MY for. 
him/!: It\can ;do him ne, gaod 
m' the preſent yen f 
poanag -P, aw frow/, whole 
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. 1s clear in this particular. Ng- 


256% -—.p * 
miſtaken* words . much noiſe 
hath been made 1n this queſtion: 


thing in Chriſt Jeſws can nate +56 


but faith working by Charity 3 


_ that is, as he expounds himſelf 


once and again 3 nothing but'' @ 
new Creature, nothing but  keep=Gal.s.15. 
ing the Commandments of God." Cor. 7: 
If faith be defin'd to be any ” 
thing that does not change our 
Natures, and make us to be a 
new Creation unto ' God 3 if 
keeping the 'Commandments be 
not in the definition of faith iti 
avails nothing at all.. Therefore: 
deceive not your ſelves 5 they: 
are the words of onr Þ. Lord: 
himſelf 5 20t every one that ſaith' 
unto me Lord, ' Lord; that is, not 
every one that confeſſes Chriſt, 
& believes in him, calling Chriſt 
Maſter and Lord: ſhall be ſav'd, 


' but he that doth the will. of my 


& 3 Father 


(166 Y 
Father which is in Heaven. Theſe 


things are ſo- plain, that they 


need no commentary {6 ev 
dent,.that they cannot be de- 
nyed:: andto-theſe J add but 
this one truth.: that faith alone 
without a good life is ſo far 
from juſtifying a ſinner, that it 
1s -one of | the greateſt aggra- 
vations of his condemnation in 
the whole World. For no man 


can be ſo greatly damn'd as he |. 


that: hath faith 3 for unleſs he 
knows his Maſters will, that is, 
by faith be convincd and af- 


ſents to the revelations of the. 


will of God, be can be beaten but 
with few ſtripes : but he that 
' believes. hath no excuſe, he is 
<Noxgdxer®-, condemn'd by the 
ſentence of his own heart, and 
therefore . mai muyai , many 
ſtripes, the greater condemna- 
tion ſhall be his portion. - Na- 


tural 


the Hell of the Infidels and un- 


Cre J- - | 
tural reaſon is 2 light to the 
Conſcience, but faith 15 2 great- 
er, and therefore if it be not 
Gllowed, it damns deeper than 


And ſo 1 have done 
with the ative Propoſition 


Ged by faith Alone, Tn" at 
ath not in i Cha- 


be an ingredient a mM 
xks 5 and that is 


Ged by Wars 
to Þ explicated and 


0 
now e 
prov'd : i will be abſolutely 
to NO purpoſe tO, y that alt 
; Jaſtifie if when 2 


alone does |) 
.. * xſtzſied, be never the 


ie 
d: Now © 


" " 


(168 ) Y 
go to Heaven-is ſo evident in 

Holy Scripture, that he that : 

denies it, hath no faith. - There u 
Ia. 57. is no peace ſaith my God unto. 
21- the wicked and I will not Jjuſti - 
23 7. fie a Sinner ſaith God - unlels 


. fine tit F 
. away NLL \ 
faith p OS INE; let a man be- | þ 


G0 neVereTevelations of God, c 
Bae belief ends in it ſelf | 6 
and goes no further ; it is like | 
Phylick taken to purge the ſto- i 
mach 3 if it do not work, it is 
ſo far from bringing health, 
that it ſelf is a new ſickneſs. 
Faith is a great purger and pu- 
rifier of the Soul, purifying your | 
hearts by faith, ſaith the Apo- | 


= 


{tle. It is the beſt Phyſick in . 
the World for a ſinful ſoul, but 
if it does not work, it corrupts 
in the ſtomach, it makes us to 
rely upon weak Propoſitions 
and trifling confidences, it is but 
a 


God. Faith in 
- relation to Chriſt; it is a na- 


( 169) | 


a dreaming «7 malic euevlecy, A 
Phantaſtick dream, and intro- 
duces Pride or ſuperſtition, 
ſwelling thoughts and pre- 
ſamptions of the Divine favour. 
But what faith the Apoſtle! 
Follow Peace with all men and 
holineſs, without which no Mam ,, 
can ſee God. Mark that. If faith 
does not make you charitable 
and holy, talk no more of juſti- 
fication by it, for you ſhall ne- 
ver fee the glorious face of 

nr is atitle and 


ming of his names, but what 
then 2 Why then faith the A-' 
poltle, let every one that nameth 
the name of Chriſt depart from 
iniquity. 

For let any man conſider, | 
can the Faith of Chriſt, and the 
hatred of God ſtand together? 
Can any man be juſtified that 


_ does 


(170) 

does not love God ?: Or can a- 
ny man love God and fin at 
the ſame time? And does not he 


ve fin that falls under its | 


temptaticn, and obeys it in the 
Juſts thereof, and delights in 
the vanity, and makes excuſes 
for it, and returns to it ' with 
paſſion, and abides with plea- 
ſure? This will not do it; 
ſach a Man cannot be juſtified 
for all his believing. But there- 
fore the Apoſtle ſhews us a more 
excellent way : This is a true 
ſaying, and 1 will that thou - 

WwA9 


firm conſtantly that they , 
have believ'd in God, be carefull 


fo maintain good works, The 


Apoſtle puts great force on this 
Doctrine, he arms 'it with a 
double Preface, the ſaying is 
true, and it is to be conftant- 
ly affirm'd ; that is, it is not on- 
ly true, but neceſſary - it 1s 
like 


bull © ppt. oY py es a” Oe. > ER OT, ob a ne 
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(171) ; 
like Pharaob's dream doubled; 
becauſe it is bound upon us by - 
the decree of God, and it is un- 
alterably certain 3 that every 
believer muſt do good works, 
or his believing will fignifie 
little 3 nay more than ſo, every 
man muſt be carefull to do 
good works, and more yet5 he 
muſt carefully maintain them, 
that is, not do them by fits and 
interrupred returns, but y:iruaa; 
to be incumbent upon them, to 
dwell upon them, to maintain 
good works, that is, to perſe- 
vere in' them. Burt I am yet 
but in the general 3 be pleas'd 
to go along with me in theſe 
particular conſiderations. 

1. No mans fins are pardon'd, 
but in the ſame meaſure, in 
which they are mortified, des» 
ftroyed and taken away; ſo that 
if faith does not cure our _ 


_ Heb. 6.1 


$563 BO 
full Natures it never can juſti- 
fie, it never can procure our 
pardon. And therefore it is; 
that as ſoon as ever faith in the 
Lord Jeſus was preached at the 
ſame time, alſo they preached 
repentance from dead works, 
in ſo much that S. Paul reckons 
it among the fundamentals and 
firſt Principles of Chriſtianity: 
nay, the Baptiſt preached re- 
pentance and amendment of life 
asa preparation to the faith of 
Chriſt : and I pray conſider; 


. canthere be any forgiveneſs of 


ſins without repentance? But 
if an Apoſtle ſhould preach for- 
giveneſs to all that believe, and 


this belief did not alſo mean ' 


that they . ſhould repent and 


'forſake their ſin,, the Sermons 


of the Apoſtle would make 
Chriftianity nothing elſe - but 
the Sanftuary of RAY a. 

; C- 


T SY 
device toiget together all the 
wicked people of the world. 
and to make. them happy with» 
out any change .of matiners. 
Chriſt came to other purpoſes z 
he came to ſandtifie us and-t91 John 
cleanſe us by his wwords the® * 
word of faith was; not for - it 
ſelf,;but was a deſign of holineſs, 
and the very grace. .of God didx,, , 
appear, for this end 5 that teach-25- 
ing us to Aeny all ungodlineſs gone © 6e2-21 
wworldly laſts, vve bould Ie 
bolily',. juſtly ; and ſoberly in 
this preſent 'World ; he came to, 
ather, a People together 3, not 
Ike. Davids, army,; when Saxh 
pur ſyed him, but;the armiesof 
the  Lord;, a faithful.: people,, « 
choſen generation; and what is 
that ?. the Spirit of..God adds; 

a People, zealons of, good works. 
Now 2s. Chriſt prov/d his power: 
to forgive ſins by curing the 
1 (C201 128 poor 


174) 


poor mans palſie 3 becauſe a 


man 1s never pardon'd but - 


when the puniſhment is re- 
mov'd, fo the great att of juſtt- 
fication of a finner, the pardon- 


Ing of his ſins, is ther only ef- 


fected, when the ſpiritual evil 
is taken away 3 that's the bel 
indication of a real and an & 
ternal -pardenz when God 
_ © takes away the hardneſs of the 
heart, the love of fin, the a& 
curſed habit. the evil inclination; 
the fin that doth ſo cafily beſet 
ns- and when that is gone; 
What remains within us -that 
God can hate ; noeling BUY 
behind, but Gods creation, the 
work of his own hands, the if- 
faces of his holy Spirit;* The 
_ faith ofa Chriſtian is nds dugyrd” 
*S <a> it deſtroys the whole 
body of fin; and' to fiippoſe 
that Chrift pardons 4 "inner, 
LIEN - _ whom 


—_ 
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whom he doth not alſa purge 
and reſcue from the dominion 
of ſin, 1s to affirm that he juſti- 
fies the wicked, that he - calls 
good evil, and evil good, that 
he delights in a wicked petſon; + 
that he makes a wicked man all 

oner; with himſelf 3: that: he 
makes the members of a harlot 
at the ſame time alſo the mem+ 
bers of Chriſt. But all this 1s 
impoſſible, and therefore ought 
not to be pretended to by an 

Chriſtian ; ſevere are - thoſe 
words of our Bleſſed Saviour; 


Every plant in me that beareth John ny 


not. fruit. he taketh away. Faith 
ingrafts us into Chriſt ; by faith 
weare inſerted into the vine; 


| but the plant that is ingrafted, 
' muſt alſo | be | parturient and 


fruitful, or elſc it ſhall be quite 
cut off \from the root, /and 


: | thrown: ifto the everlaſting 


burning 


CH} 2 
burning. And this 1s the full 
and plain: meaning of thoſe 
words ſo often 'us'd in Scri- 
pture for the magnification of 
faith. The juſt ſoall live by 
Faith. No man ſhall live by 
faith but the juſt man, he in- 
deed is juſtified by faith;but-no 
man elſe : the unjuſt and the 
Unrighteous man hath-no -por- 
tion in this matter. That's the 
firſt great conſideration in this 
affair ; no man is juſtified in the 
leaſt ſenſe of juſtification, that 
is, when it means nothing but 
the pardon. of fins, but when 
his fin. is mortified + and de- 
ſtroyed. - | 

2. No' man is aQtually juſt 
fied, but he that is inſome mea- 
fure fandtified.: For the under-| 
ſtanding and clearing of which 
propoſition we - muſt 'know 3 
that juſtification, 'when it" is at- 
De4721tee f | tributed; 
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tributed to any cauſe does: not: 


always fignifie juſtification a@u- 
al. Thus when it is ſaid in Scri- 
pture, Fe are juſtified by the 


death of Chriſt; it is but the” 


fame thing as to ſay, Chriſt died 


for as: and he roſe again for-- 


us too, that we might indeed 
be juſtified in dne time, and by 
juſt meaſures and diſpoſitiens-< 
he died for our ſins, and roſe a- 
gain for our Juſtification 3. that 
is, by his Death and Reſur- 
rection he hath obtain'd this 
power, andeffefted this mercy, 
that if we believe him and obey, 
we {hall be juſtified and made 


capable of all the bleffings of 


the Kingdom. But that this is 


no more but a capacity of par- - 


don, of Grace and of Salvati- 
on, appears not.only by Gods 
requiring Obedience as a con- 
dition en our parts3 but by his 

_ exprelly 
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expreſly attributing this mercy 
to.us at fuch times and in ſuch 
circumſtances,in which it is cer- 
tain and evident that we could 
nat actually be juſtified. For ſo 
faith the Scripture 3 We, when 
we were enemies, were reconcitd 
to God by the death of his Son 
and [while we were yet finners, 
Ehrift: died for us : that is, then 
was. Our - Juſtification wrought 


on Gods part,that is,then he in- 


tended this .mercy to us, then 
he reſolv'd to ſhew us favour:to 
give.us Promiſes,and Laws, and 
Conditions,and hopes, and an in- 
fallible Oeconomy of Salvation : 


and when Faith layes hold on 


this Grace, and this Juſtificati- 
on, then we are to do the other 
part of it 3that 1s, as'God made 
It potential by. the deathand re- 


_ ſurreion of ChriG,ſowelaying 


hold dn. theſe thipgs by Fai 
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and working the Righteouſneſs 
of Faith, that is, performing 
what 1s requir'd on our parts, 
we, I ſay, make it actual 3 and 
for this very reaſon 1t ts that 
the Apoſtle puts more Empha- 
ſis upon the Reſurreftion of 
Chriſt than upon his Death : 
Who is be that condemneth e It NN 8. 
is Chriſt that died, yea rather, Rom. 4, 
that 7s riſen again; and Chriſt *5+ 
was both dehwered for our ſins, 
and is riſen again for our juſtifi- 
catiom\mplying to us, that as It 

13 in the principal, fo it is in the 
correſpondent : our fins indeed 
are potentially pardon'd, when 
they are mark'd out for-death 
and crucifixion 3 'when by Te- 
ſolving and fighting againft fin 
we die to fin daily, and are fo 
wadeconformable to his death 3 
but we muſt partake of Chriſts 
ReſurreQion, before this JuRtf 

| M » fication 


. Eccluſ, 
31, 


Rom, 8. 
10; 
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fication can be aftual : when 
weare dead to ſin, and are riſen 


again unts mean, then as 


we arc partakers of his Leath, 
ſo we ſhall be partakers of his 
reſurreFion ( ſaith S. Paul) that 


is, then we are truly,eftecrually, 


and. indeed juſtified. Till then 
we are not. 

He that loveth Gold ſhall not 
be juſtified, ſaith the wiſe Zen- 
frrach ; He that 1s covetous, let 
his faith be what it will, ſhall 


mot be accounted righteous | 


before God becauſe he is not 
ſo in himſelf, and he is not fo 
in Chriſt, for he is not in Chriſt 
at all : He hath no righteouſ- 
neſs in himſelf, and he hath 
none in Chriſt; for if we be in 
Chriſt, or zf Chriſt be in us, the 
body is dead by reaſon of fin, 

the Spirit is life becauſe of 
righteouſneſs... For this is the 
; / To 


—— 


(151) | 
+ =, that faithful thing, thar 
is,the faithfulneſs is manifeſted : 
the Emmy, . from whence comes 
Emmnah, which is the Hebrew 
word for Faith : from whence 
Amen is: deriv'd. Fiat quod di- 
Fum eſt hinc inde : hoc fidum 
eſt, when God and we both ſay 
Amen to our promiſes and un- 


dertakings. Fac fideljs fs fide- Zlaur: 
li, cave fidem fluxam geras : ſaid ©" 


he in the Comedy; God is faith- 
fal 3 be thou fo too: for if 


| thou faileſt him, thy faith hath 


failed thee. Fides ſumitur pro 
eo quod eſt inter utrunque plact- 
tum, (ayes one : and then it 1s 
true which the Prophet and 
the Apoſtle ſaid 3 the Juſt ſhalt 
live by Faith in both ſenſes : 
ex fide mea vivet, ex fide ſnas 
we live by Gods Faith, 'and by 
our own : by his Fidelity, and 


; by ours: when the rig teoul- 


M 3 neſs 


(192 7) | 
neſs of Gord becomes your righ- 
teonuſneſs, and exceeds the righ- 
zeouſneſs of the Scribes and Pha». 
riſees, when the righteouſneſs 
of the Law is fulfilled 1n us, by 
walking not after the Fleſh, but 
after the Spirit 3 then we are 
juſtified by Gods truth, and by 
ours, by his Grace, and our O- | 
bedience. So that now we lee 
', that Juſtification and Santifi- 
cation cannot be diſtinguiſhed 
but as words of Art ſignifying 
the various ſteps of progreflion 
in the ſame courſe 3 they may 
be diſtinguiſhed in notion and 
_ ſpeculation 3 but never when 
they are to paſs onto material e- 
vents;for no man is juſtified but 
he that is alſo ſanctified:they are 5 
the expreſs words of. S. . Pax, 
whom be did foreknow them he 
did predeſlinate to be conformed 
fo the image of his Son, tobe 

ike 


— 
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| (183) 
like to Chriſt : and then 1t-.fobk 
lows, whom be hath. predeſtina- 
ted, {bd predeſtinated, the? be 


hath.alſo called, 'and whom. he © 


hath.called, them be hath alſo ju- 


ſtified; and then it follows, 


whows he hath juſtified, them he 
hath alſo. glorified. So that no 


man is juſtified, that is, ſo as to 


lignifie . Salvation, but Sanitt 
fication muſt be precedent to 
it ;» and that was my ſecond 
confideration in; #94 9:7zar , that 


 which.I was to prove. : +: 
3. I pray-confider:;z that.he 


that does. not beheve the pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel cannot-pre- 


tend to Faith in Chrift 5j>'butt. 


the promiſes are all made'tbmus 
upon the-conditiqos of  ORedi- 
cnce:& he that does tot believe 


' thent as Chrif&-obade: thennyihe- 


lieves them: notrat.-all.;:Zurmel? 
doing: commit youte [Alves Far 
M 4 * 


”” 
# 


Rom. 2 
6,7.8. 
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4 #nto 4 faithful Creator - there 
is no committing our ſelves to 
God without well-doing 5 For 
God will render to every man ac- 
eording to his deeds >, to them 


that obey unrighteouſneſs 5 in- | 


dignation and wrath: :but to 
thews who by patient continuance 
3 well-doing ſeek for glory, and 
honour,and immortality, to them 
eternal life. So-that if Faith ap- 
prehends any 'other promiſes, it 
Is illafion, and not Faith. God 
gave us none fuch, Chriſt pur- 
chaſed none ſuch for us; ſearch 
the Bible over and you ſhali find 
none ſuch 3 but if Faith layes 
hold-on theſe promiſes that are, 
and as they are, then it becomes 
an Article 'of 'our Faith ,' that 
without obedience,and aſincere 
endeavour to keep Gods Com- 
manedments, no man living can 
'be juſtified.” And therefore let 


| 
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us take heed when we magnifie 
the free Grace of God, we do 
notexclude the conditionswhich 
this free Grace hath ſet upon 
us. Chriſt freely died for us ; 
God pardons us freely in our 
firſt acceſs to him, we could 
never deſerve pardon, be- 
cauſe when we need pardon 
we are enemies, and have no 
good thing in us 3 and he free- 
ly gives us of his Spirit, and 
freely he enables us to obey 
him : and for our little imper- 
tet ſervices he freely and boun- 
tifnlly will give us eternal life : 
here 1s free Grace all the way : 
and he overvalues his pitiful 
ſervices; who thinks that he de- 
ſerves Heaven by them 3 and 
that if he does his duty tole- 
rably, eternal life is not a free 
gift'to him, but a deſery'd re- 
ward. 

Con- 


(186 ) 


Conſcius eſt animis mets, expe-- 


rientia teſtis, ; 
Myſtica que retuli dogmata ve- 
ra ſcio. | 
Non tamen idcirco ſcio me fore 
glorificandum, 
Spes mea crux Chriſti, gratia, 
2012 Opera. 


_ It was the meditation of the 

wile Chancellor of Paris. I 
know that without a. good life, 
and the fruits of repentance a 
ſinner cannot be inſtified 5 and 
therefore | muſt live well, or 
muſt dye for ever. But if1 do 
live holily, I do not think that 
I deſerve Heaven, it is.the crols 
of Chriit that procures. me 
grace; it 1s, the Spirit of Chriſt 
that gives me-;grace, it 1s the 
mercy and. the free - gift. of 
Chriſt that brings me-..unto glo- 
ry. But yet he that ſhall ex- 
clude 
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clude the works of Faith from 
the Juſtification of a ſinner by 
the blood of Chriſt 3 may as, * 
well exclude Faith it felf; for 
Faith it ſelf js one of the works 
of God; it is a good work 3 


ſo ſaid Chriſt to them that, ; 
ask'd him. | #hat ſhall we do t622, 29. 


work, the works of God £ Jeſus 
ſaid, This is the work of God, 
that ye believe 6n him whom he 
bath ſent. | Faith is not only 
the Foundation of good works, 
but it ſelf is a good work, it 
is not only the cauſe of obe- 
dicnce, but a part of it; it 1s 
not only. as the Son of Sirach 
calls it, initium adherends Deo , 
a beginning of cleaving unto 
God; but it carries ns on 'to 
the perfection of it : Chriſt is 
the Author and finiſher of our 
Faith, and when Faith is fini- 
ſhed, a good life is made you. 
> c 
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fect in our kind, let 'no Man 
therefore - expe&t events. for 
which he hath no pfomiſe, nor 
call for Gods fidelity without 
his own faithfulneſs. nor ſnatch 
at a promiſe without perform- 
ing the condition; nor think 


' faith to: be a hand to appre- 
hend Chriſt, and to do nothing - | 


elſe ; for that will but deceive 
us,2nd turn religion into words 
and holineſs into Hypocriſte, 
and the promiſes of God into 


a ſnare, and the'truth of God 


mto a lye. For when God 
made a Ccvenant of faith, he 
made alſo the +45 ric, the 
law of Faith, and when he ad- 
mitted us to a Covenavt of 


' more mercy than was in the Co- 


venant of works or of the law, 
he did not admit us to a Co- 
venant of- idleneſs, and incuri- 
ous walking in a State of diſo- 
bedience, 
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bedience, but the .mercy of 


God leadeth us to repenrance, 
and when he gives us better 
promiſes, he intends we ſhould. 
pay him a better obedience ; 
when he forgives us what 1s 
paſt, he intends we ihould fin 
no more : when he offers us his: 
graces,, he would have us to 
make uſe of tnem - when he 
cauſes us to diltruſt our ſelves, 
his meaning 1s we ſhould rely 
upon him ; when he enables us 
to do what he commands us, he 
commands us to do all that we 
canz and therefore this Co- 
venant of Faith and mercy 1s 
alſo a Covenant of holineſe,and 
the grace that pardons us does 
alſo purifie us 3- for ſo ſaith 
the Apoſtle 3 he that hath this 
hope purifies himſelf even as God 
zs pare. And when we are fo, 
then we are juſtified ſed 2 

Tas 
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this Is the 1944 Mew, the law of 


Faith; and by works in this. 


ſenſe, that is by the works of 


| Faith, by faith working by 


love, and producing fruits 
worthy of amendment of life 
we are juſtified before God, 
And fo I have done with the 
afirmative Propoſition of my 
Text. ; you ſee that a Man 6s 
juſtified by works. 

But there is more in it, then 
this matter yer amounts to 3 for 


S. James does not ſay, we are | 


Juſtified by works, and are not 
juſtified by Faith; that had 
been irreconcikeable with $. 
Paul: but we are ſo juſtified 
by works that it is not by faith 
alone; it is faith and works to- 
gether : that 1s, it is by the 
<>exci air, by the obedience of 
faith, by the works of faith, 
by the law of Faith 3 by righ- 
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teoulneſs Evangelical, by the 
conditions of the Goſpel and 
the meaſures of Chriſt : I have 
many things to ſay in this par- 
ticular ; but becauſe ] have but 
a little time left to' ſay them 
in, I will ſumm it all up in this 
Propoſition 3 that in-the que- 
ſtion of juſtification and ſalva- 
tion; fairh and good works 
are no parts of a diſtinction 5 
but members of one intire bo- 


dy, faith and good works to- 


gether work the righteouſneſs 


of God: That 1s, that I may 
ſpeak plainly : juſtiſying faith 
contains in it obedience - and if 


' this be made good, thenthetwo 


Apoltles are reconciF'd to each 
other, and both of them to the 
neceſſity, the indiſpenſable ne- 
cefiity of a gooÞ life. 

Now that juftifying and ſa- 


ving' Faith muſt be defin'd' by 


ſome- 


azn | ( 192 ) | 
F- ſomething more than an act of 
Underſtanding, appears not on- 

ly in this that S. Peter reckons 

Faith as diſtin&tly from know- 
ledge, as he does from pati- 

ence, or ſtrength or brotherly 

2 Pet. 1. kindneſs 3 faying. [_ Add to your 
3* 8 faith weriue, to vertue know- 
l-dge | but in this alſo 3 becauſe 

an error in life, and whatſoe- 

ver 1s againſt holineſs , is a- 

gainſt faith. And therefore $. 

Paul reckons the lawleſs and 

the diſobedient, murders . of 
Parents, Man ſtealing and fuch 

| things to be againſt found do- 
Grines, for the dodrine of 

Faith Is called 'n Nd] £.0iCaar Minor 

xz ,, the dofrine that is accord- 

ing to Godlineſs, and when 'S. 

2 Thel-3- Paul prayes againſt Ungodly 
mep, he addgfthis reaſon, *» 
a%j)»y s ric ; for all men have not 
Faith : meaning that. wicked 

_ Men} 
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Men are Infidels and Uribe- 
lievers, and particulatly "he afs. 
firms of him that does not. pro- 
vide for his own, that he haths. 
Adenyed the Faith : now From! 
hence' it follows "that faith ' is; 
godlineſs, becauſe" all wicked-' 
neſs is itfidelity, it is an' Ap0-' 
{tacy from the Faith, 7/le erit,, 
alle notens qui me tibi fecerat 
hoſtem he that fins agaitiſt 
God, the is the Enemy to the 
Faith'of Jeſus Chriſtzarid th & 


fore we — our ſethe if 


1 Tim. $. 


we place faith" in che yu or- 


ſtanding -only ; FPS no that, 
and it does not dvyell there 
bat' Þ's; didag? IL Aith the® 
poſtle; the myftety. '6f Faith; is 
kept” no where, it dwells' no! 
whete' but it! "7' phte. confet-* 
cice bs: If 

For. conſider that ſince alt 
ifforal Habits are beſt defin'd by 
N their 


C 
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their operations, we can beſt |} 
vadecfiand what faith is by. ſcc- 
ing what it does. To this pur- 
poſe: hear.S. Pal. By faith A- 
bel offer d pp to God a more ex 
cellent. ſacrifice than Cain. , By 


. 
% 


faith Noah, made an Ark: By 


faith. Abraham left: his Country 


.and offer'd up his Son. By faith 


Moſes choſe' to ſuffer «ffii@ion 
and. 2 ues ve bo of 
Chriſt greater, tham: all the-riches 
of Egypt. In-{hort the children 
of God, by Faith ſubdued King- 
doms,, and wronght righteouſ- 


| neſ7 3. To. work righteouſneſs 


is as much the dity and work 
of, fait as believing is... So that 
now: we: may, quickly make an 
chd of; this great inquiry. whe- 
ches a Man 1s juſtified by Faith, 
or by works”: for he is fo-by- 
both 3 if you take it alone, faith 
does not juſtifie, but take it i 

Klfy the 
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the aggregate ſenſe as its us' din 

the queſtion of Juſtification by 

S. Paul; and then faith' does 
not only juſtifie;but it-ſanCtifies 

too, and then you 'need to it- 
quire no further ;' obedichee is 

4 part of the definition of faith 

as much as it i- of | Charity: 
This is love ſaith S:'Johi, rhat 

we keep his Commandments? And 

the very ſame is affirm'd of 
Faith too by Benſerach, he. thatgccur: 
believeth the Lord will keep his32-24- 
Commandments. 

I have now done with all the 
Propoſitions expreſs'd arid im- 
plyed .in the Text ; give tne 
leave to make ſotne prafticat 
Confiderations, and ſo 'F ſhall 
diſmiſs you ' from” this Atten- 


| The rife I take from the? anar., 
1 praiſe of the Apoſtolicaatidjr p 1. 
mY Ws pureſt**- . 


(196) 
reſt Ages of the Church. 

here was at firſt no diftin&i- 
- on of 'SeRs and opinions in the 
Church : ſhe knew no differ- 
ence of men, but good and bad; 
there was no ſeparation .made, 
but /what was made by piety 
or impiety, or (ſayes he) which 
1s al one; by fidelity and infide- 
ity. i915 dp dnixvon m7 xp inner cine 
ampica I wrixzon 4 04Pting my apa tnien 
mere. For Faith hath in it 
the image of godlineſs , engra- 
ven, and infidelity hath the cha- 
racer of wickedneſs and pre- 
varication. A man was not then 
eſteemed a Saint for diſobeying 
his : Biſhop, or an Apoſile, nor 
for miſunderſtanding the -hard 
ſayings of S. Pax! about. pre- 
deftination : To kick againſt 
the -laudable cuſtoms ofthe 
Church was not then accounted 
a note of the godly party:;. and 
| | (00) 


| 
1 
t 
- 
' 
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to deſpiſe Government was 
but an ill mark, and weak in- 
dication of being a good Chri- 
ftian. The Kingdom of God 
did not then confiſt 1n words, 
but in power, the power of 
Godlineſs 3 though now we: 
are fallen into another method : 
we have turn'd all Religion in-* 
to Faith, and our Faith is no-' 
thing but the produftions 'of 
intereſt or diſputing ; it is ad- 
hering to a party, anda wrang- 
ling againſt all the World be- 
fide; and when it is.ask'd of 
what religion he is of, we un- 
derſtand the meaning to be, 


what faction does he follow ; 


what are the articles of his Se& , 
not what is the- manner' of this 
life-z and if men be zealous for 
their party, and that intereſt; 
then they are precious men; 
though otherwiſe they be Co-' 

3 | vetous 


| 
| 


2 Tim. 2. : ; 
Fane and vain Bablings 3 and 


'16, 
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yetous as the grave, faGtious as 
Dathan, Schiſmatical as Corah, 
or proud as the' falling . Angels. 
Alas theſe things will but de- 
ceive us 3 the faith of a Chriſti- 
an cannot conſiſt in ſtrifes a- 
bout words, and perverſe 
difputings of Men. Theſe 
things the Apoſtle calls pro- 


mark what” he {ayes of them, 
theſe things will encreaſe #' iu 
dia mhitey aoyCiar, "They are in 
themſelyes' ungodlineſs . and 
will produce more 3 they will 
increaſe, unto more ungodlineſs, 
But the. Faith, of a Chriſtian 
had 'other meaſures : That 
was Faith then which made 
men faithfull to their vowes 
in baptiſm. The faith of a Chri- 
ſtian was the beſt ſecurity in 
contrafts , and a Chriſtians 
word was as 'good as his hood, 

e- 


becauſe he was faithful. that 
promiſed,and a Chriſtian would 
rather dye than break his 
word ; and was alwayes true 
to his truſt, he was faithful to 
his Friend, and lov'd: as Jore- 
than did Devid. This was the 
Chriſtian Faith then : their re- 
ligion was to hurt no man, and 
to do guod to every man, 
and fo it ought to be. True 

700 27s to viſt 11; the Father- 
= and Widow ,- and to wed 
our ſelves nnſpotted of 't 


World ; That's a good religion, 


that's pare and” undefiled : fo 
$. James, and S. Chryſoftom de-. 
fines ::5ic««r, true religion to be 
nic xatue7! 9 ibdr 8:31, a pure Faith 
and a godly life, for they make 
up the whole myſtery of god- 
lineſs-; ':and no man could then 
pretend to Faith, but he that 
did'do was 3d and ſuffer pa- 

N 4 "(0p 


(199) © + 


( 200) 
tiently and reſiſt the Devil, 
'and .overcome the World; 
theſe things. are as -properly 
the-actions'of Faith, as alms is 
of Charity, and therefore they 
muſt enter into the moral de- 
finition of it. And this was 
truly underſtood by Salvia, 
that wiſe and godly ; Prieſt of 
Maſſilia, what is Faith, and 
what is [believing ( faith he ) 
hominem fideliter Chriſto crede- | 
.re ft fidelem Deo eſſe, h.e. fi- | 
aeliter. Dei mandata ſervare. | 
Thac man does faithfully be- 
' eve in Chriſt who is faithful 
unto God, who faithfully keeps 
Gods. commandments : and 
. therefore. let us meaſure our 
Faith. here-by our faithfulneſs ' 
to God and by oux diligence to 
do. our - Maſters Command- 
.ments: For Chriſtiavorum 0m- 
. tis religio ſave ſcelere. a 
af Fa a 
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It vivere, ſaid LaFantins, The 
whole Religion of a Chriſtian 
is to live unblameably ; that 
is, in all holineſs and purity of 
converſation. | 

2. When our Faith is ſpoken 
of as the great inſtrument of ju- 
ſtification and ſalvation, take 


Abraham's Faith as your beſt 


pattern, and (that will end 
the diſpute becauſc that he was 
juſtifted by Faith - when his 
faith was mighty in effe&; 
when he truſted in God, when 
he believ'd the promiſes, when 
he expected a reſurreCtion of 
the dead, when he was ſtrong 
in Faith, when he give glory 
to God, when againſt hope he 


| believed in hope, and when all 


this paſt into an a&t of a moſt 
glorious obedience, even deny- 
ing his greateſt deſires, contra- 
diding his moſt paſſionate af- 
| | fections, 


'C.202) 
feckions,. offering to God the 
| beſt thing he had, and expo- 


ſaeck, his laughters, all his joy 
at the command of God. By 
this faith he was juſtiged faith 
S. Paul; by theſe works , he was 
jaſtified, ſaith . S. James; that is, 
by this faith working this obe- 
dience. And then all the difh- 
culty 15 over, only remember 
this, your Faith is weak and 
will. do but little for you, if it 
be not ſtronger than all your 
ſecular defires and all your 
peeviſh angers. Thus we find 
inthe Holy Goſpels, this con- 
junction declar'd neceſſary, 
Mare, 1, hat ſoever things ye deſire woen 
24 ye pray, belicve that ye receive 
them, and ye fhall have them. 
Here, is as glorious. an event 
promis'd to Faith as can be ex- 
preſs d. Faith ſhall obtain a- 


fing to death his beloved 7 | 


ny 
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ny thing of God. True; but 
it is not Faith alone ; but Faith 
in prayer : faith praying, not 
Faith fimply believing. . So S. 
James ; the prayer of Faith ſhall 
ſave the ſick, but adds, it muſt 
be the effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man 3 ſo that 
Faith ſhall prevail ; but there 
muſt be prayer in Faith, and 
fervour in prayer, and devoti- 
on in fervour, and righteouſ- 
neſs in devotion, and then im- 
pute the effe& to Faith if you 
pleaſe, provided that it be de- 
clar'd ; that effe& cannot be 
wrought by Faith unleſs it be 
ſo qualified, But Chriſt adds 
one thing more. her ye ſtand 
praying, forgive, but if ye 'will 
rot forgive , neither will your 
Father forgive you. So that it 
will be to no purpoſe to ſay a 
Man is juſtified by Faith, un- 


leſs 


ua vue 1 
Tr I 
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leſs you mingle charity with it, 
for without the charity of fcr- 
giveneſs, there can be no par- 
don : and then juftification is 
but a word, when it effe&ts no- 


thing. 


| 3. Let every one taks heed 
that by an importune adhering 
to.and relying upon a miſtaken 
Faith, he do not really make a 
ſhipwrack of a right Faith, 
Hymenaus & Alexander loſt 
their Faith by putting away 4 
good conſcience , and what 
matter 15 it, of what religion or 
Faith a man be of, if he be a 
Villain and a cheat, a man of 
no truth, and of no truſt, a 
lover of the . World, and not-a 
lover of God. But I pray con- 


ſider, can any man have Faith. 


that denies God 2 Þhat's not 
poſſible, and cannot a Man as 
well deny-Gcd by an evil att- 


ON. -* 


| * . + _ 

on as by an heretical, Propoſitt- 

on? Cannot a: Man, deny God 

by works as much as by words? 

Hear whatjthe Apoltle ſayes., 


They profeſs that they know God, Tit.1,16, 


but in works they deny him, be= 
ing abominable and diſobedient, 
and unto, every. good work, re- 
probate. Diſobedience 1s a de- 
nying God... Nolumns: bunc re- 
gnare is as, plain a renouncing of 
Chriſt, as 'zolumys huic. credere. 
It is to..no ;purpoſe: to. fay'we 
believe . in Chrift -and,;; have 
Faith ,: ynleſs . Chriſt. reign in 
our hearts, by Faith. . -/. 

4. From, theſe premiſes we 
may ſee but. too evidently, that 
though: a great part: of, man- 
kind pretend to, be,,.fav'd.. by 
Faith ,, yet they. know not 
what it. .15, . or, ele , wiltully 
miſtake [it,; and place .; their; 
hopes upon ſand or the. more 

In Unſtable 
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Unſtable water. Believing is 
the leaſt thing in a juſtifying 


Faith. For Faith Ts a conjugati- 
on of many Ingredients 3 and 


Faith is a Covenant, and: faith 
is. a Jaw, and Faith is Obed#- 


_ ence, and Faith is a work, and 


indeed it 1s a fincere * clex- 
ving to and a clofing with the 
termes of the Goſpel in every 
inſtance, 'in every particular: 
Alas ! the niceties of a ſpruce 
underſtanding; and the curious 
ncthings of uſeleſs ſpeculation, 


and all the opinions of Men. 


that make the diviſions of 
heart; 'and, do nothing elle; 
cannot bring us one drop 'of 


comfort in the day of = | 
W.. 


lation 3 and therefore” are nd 
parts of the —_— of faith; 
Nay, when 'a man begitis trely 
to fear God, and is in the A: 


gonies of mortification, ' all | * 
| thefs |* 
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theſe: new nothings and curios 
ſities will lye neglefted by--as 
baubles do by children when 
they are. deadly ſick. But thae 
only is Faith that makes us to 
love - God, to do his will; ts 
ſuffer his impoſitions, to truſt 
his promiſes,. to ſee thorough a 
cloud, to overcome the World; 
to reſiſt the Devil; to ſtand itt 
the day of trial;and to be com= 
forted in all our ſorrows. This 
« is that precious Faith ſo main= 
« ly neceſary to:be-infiſted of 
© that by it we may be- Sons 
* of the-free woman, ber: 4 
© vitiis ac ritibus, that the-true 
© 7ſaze may be in us, which is 
© Chriſt according to the Sp 
< ritthe wiſdom and:/powet'''sf 
© God, a Divine vigor: and life; 
© wheteby we ate enabled with 
<3oy and. cheerfulneſs to walk 


<in:the'way' of God. By this 


you: 


(108 ) | 
you may try your faith, if you 
pleaſe and make an end. of this 
queſtion. .Do you believe in 
the Lord Jeſus, yea or no ? God 
forbid elſe, -but if your Faith 
be good it will abide the trial. 
There are but three things that 
make the integrity of Chriſti- 
an Faith -' Believing the words 
of God 5: confidence ! in'- his 
goodneſs, and keeping: his'com- 

mandments. ot | 4 

For the- firſt, it 1s: evident 

that every ;man pretends-to it 3 
if he calls himſelf Chriftian: he 
believes all that 1s in the Canon 
of the Scriptures, and if heidid 
not, he were indeed no »Chrt- 
ſtian. But now confider, what 
think we ; ofi:this Propofivion 3 
All ſtall be danmmed. who believe 
2ot the truth, mt have pleaſure 
21 uerighteouſueſs, - does:'not' e- 
yery man believe this'51s on | 
oO, | 1 
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" 


_ Gble they can believe there is 


any ſuch thing as Unrighteouſ- 
nels in the Worlds or any ſuc 

thing as damnation 3 and yet 
commit that- which the Scri- 
ptures call unrighteouſneſs,and 
which all laws, and all good 
men ſay is ſo. Conſider how 
many unrighteouſs men there 
are inthe World, and yet how 


few of them think they ſhall 


be damned. I know not how 
it comes to paſs ; but men go 
upon ſtrange principles, and 
they have made Chriſtianity to 
be a very odd inſtitution, if it 
had not better meaſures than 
they are pleas'd to afford-it. 
There are two great roots of all 
evil, Covetouſneſs and Pride ; 


| and they have infefted the 


greateſt parts of maokind, and 
yet no man thinks hpolelf tobe 


| Either covetous or proud 3 and 
4 = 


there- 


Lib. 2.$alvian complain'd of it in 


' (210) 
therefore whatever you dif- 
courſe againſt theſe ſins, it ne- 
ver hits any man, but like Jo- 
nathans arrows to David, the 
fl ſhort, or they flye beyo F 


his time, Hoe ad crimina no- 


ftra addimus, ut cum in omnibus | 
res ſirens, etiam bonos mos, & | 


ſandFos eſſe credamus. This we 


———_ 


þ at 


add unto our crimes, we are 
the vileſt perſons in the World, 
and yet we think our ſelves to 
be good People, and when we | 


. dye make no queſtion but we } 


ſhall go to Heaven. There 1s no 


cauſe of this, but becauſe.we }. 
have not ſo much Faith s } 


believing comes to, and yet 
moſt ,men will pretend not 
only to believe, but to 
love Chriſt all this while, 
And how do they prove this : 
truly they hate the memory. of 


"TR 
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Judas; and curſe the Jews:that 
crucified Chriſt;' and think':Rz- 
late a very miſerable man, and 


. that all the Turks are damned, 


and ito be called  Caiaphas 18 'a 
word-of reproachi: and indeed 
there are many - that do not 
much more for Chriſt thar-this 
comes 'to': things: to as little 
purpoſe, and of as: little ſtgaiz 
fieation.But ſothe Jews diqhate 
the memory of Corab as werdg 
of Caiphas., and they builded 
the Sepulchres of the Prophets, 
and we alſo are angry at-them 
that kill'd theiApoltles and the 
Martyrs 3 but m the mead time 
we-neither love: Ghriſtinor his 
Saints;for we neither: obey Him, 
nor mitatether.a'And. yet we 
fhoukdthinks onr fel ves highly, 
9urdt otiedſbbuld! call win; 
hdels/andihavens of Chriſto But: 
t privy conſider: whats: hating: 
DA 3 of 


of any many, but deſigning and | 
doing him -all:the injury- and 
F ſpite we cah:?2 Does not the | 1@/| 
b * hate Chriſt that diſhonours him, | ,.. 
E -. that makes Chriſts members the f Fa 
members of an harlot, that doth }- 
not feed and cloath theſe mem- | p, 
bers? If 'the Jews did hate | 14, 
Chriſt when they crucified him, | thi 
then ſo does a Chriſtian too | yaj 
when he crucifies him again. | qe: 
Let us not deceive our ſelves;. | thi 
a Chriftian may be damn'd as | (pa 
well as a Turk : and Chriftians | ja 
' may with as much malice- cru-"' | 
cifie Chriſt, as the Jews did. To 
And ſo does every man. that }. gy 
fins wilfully ; he ſpills the blood: '| lan 
of Chriſt, making it to be ſpent - 
in vain.. He that bateth you, he- .. 
teth ane, he that receives you, re- 
ceives' me, laid-Chriſt to his A- 
ſtles. I wiſh the world had 
- fo much faith as to believe wy 
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and' by this. try whether we: 


' 4 orno.l ſhall for 'the tryal of our; 
| F Faith aſk one eaſy queſtion; 
 } Do webelievethat the ſtory of: 
David and' Jonathan is true ? 
Have we ſo much Faith, as to 
think it-poſlible that two: Ri- 
vals of a Crown ſhould loveſo: 


this, and not be-infinitely: as' 
ſhamed: 'to ſee Chriſtians. C al-* 
moft all Chriſtians?) to be wre-* 
concileably angry ,” and ready. 
4 to pull their. Brothers: heart 

| out, when he offers to take our- 
land or money from us : why' 
do almoſt all men that. go-to- 
- law for right hate one anothers 
perſons 2 Why 'catinot "men 


with. patience hear their titles. 


queſtion'd >: But if Chriſtianity 

| beſo excellent a Religion, wh 

# are ſo very many -Chyiſtians: 
" Ss ve 


love Chriſty and believe in him 


- . 
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| dearly 2 Can any man believe: 


_ (244) 
very wicked ? Certainly. they 
do not” ſo-much: as believe the 


propoſitions and ; firiteiples-;of 


their/:.own Religion. For, the 
 bedy of Chriſtians is ſo univer- 


ſally. wicked, that it would-be a | 


greater change to ſee, Chriſtians 
generally live according to their 
rofeſhon, than it was at firſt 
rom' infidelity. to ſee them . to 
turn behevers. The Converſion 


from Chriftian- to Chriſtian, 


from: Chriſtian in title to Chri- 
ſtian in ſincerity, would be a 
greater -. miracle, than it..was 
whenthey wereconverted from 
Heathen and Jew to Chriſtian, 
- What is the matter 2? Is not re- 
permtance from dead works reck- 


ned: by 'S.'Parl in the 6: Hebr-. | 


as oneof: the fundamental points 
of Chriſtian Religion; is it not 2 
piete of | our Chatechiſm, the 

firſt thing we are taught, and 
| | F "OY 7 
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is it not the laſt thing that we 
practiſe ?* We had better | be 
without Baptiſm, than without 
Repentance 3 and yet both are 
neceſſary ; and therefore if we 
were not without Faith, we 
thould' be without neither. Is 
hot Repentance a forfaking all 
fin, and an intire returning un- 
to'God 2 Who can deny this ? 
And is it not plainly faid in 
Scripture, Unleſs ye repent, ye 
ſhall all' periſh 2 But' ſhew mie 


" the man that believes theſe 


things heartily : that. is, flew 
me a true penitent, he only be- 
lieves the doAtines of repen- 
tance. : | 
If I had time I ſhould exa- 
mine your faith by ybur eonſi- 
dence in God, and'Þb Jour On. 


bedietice. But if we' ; the 

meere believing, it is fot UK 

we ſhould'do bettet' th” the'o- 
| O 4* ther, 


ther. But becauſe all the pro- 
miſes of God are+ conditional, 
and there can be no confidence 


in the particular without a pro- 


* miſe or 'revelation,it is not poſ- 


fible that any man that does not |] 
live well ſhould reaſonably put : 


his truſt in God. To live a wic- 


ked life, . and then. to be confi- : 


dent, that in the day of our 
death God will give us pardon, 
15 not-faich;, but. a diret want 
of faith 5.1f we did believe the 
promiſes upon their proper 
conditions,or believe that Gods 
commandments were righteous 
and. true, or that the threat- 
nings were- as really intended 
asthey are terribly ſpoken, we 
ſhould not dare to live at the 
rate we do: But wicked men 


have not faith, ſaith 3. Paul, and 


then the wonder ceaſes. 


con- 


- . Kut there are ſuch palpable | 


(327) 
contradictions between mens 
praftiſes and the Fundamentals 
of our Faith, that it was a ma- 
terial conſideration of our B. 
Saviour , when the Son of man 
comes ſhall he find faith upon the 
earth 2 Meaning it ſhould be 
very hard and ſcant. : - every 
ran ſhall boaſt of bis own good- 
neſs, ſed virum fideleme ( faith 
Solomon) but a Faithful mah 
who caw finde £ Some men are 
very good when they are af- 
flicted. 


Hanc ſbi virtutew fra#1 facit 
 wreews anſi, 
Et triitis ello qui tepet igne 
| focnss 
| . Et teges & cimex, & nud;z ſpon- 
da grabati, | 
Fit brevis atque eadem noFe 
| dieque toge. 
When the Gown of the Gora 
| . the 


_ Pn , 


_ the mantle of the night,and can- 2 


not at the ſame time cover the 
head, and.make the feet warm; 
when. they -have but one bro- 
ken diſh and.no ſpoon, then 


they are hutnble and modeſt 3 
then they can ſuffer an injury, 
and. bear conternpt : but give | 


. them riches, and they grow-in- 
ſolentsfear arid pufillanimity did 
their firſt work, and an oppor- 
tunity tofinundoes it all. Bonumw 


militem perdidifti, Imperatorem 


peſdimum creifti, (aid Galba; you 
have ſpoil'd a good Trooper, 
when you. made me a bad Com- 


mander, Others can never ſerve - 
God, . but when they are pro- 
ſperous - if they loſe their for- 


_ tune they loſe their Faith, and 


quit [their Charity. Now -rata 


fides ubi jaw melivy fortuna rvit. 
If they become-poor, they be- 
comeliars;atd deceivers of their 
2119 tr uſt, 
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truſt, envious and greedy, reft- 
lefs and uncharitable ; thar 1s, 
one way or other they ſhew 
that they love the world, and4 
by all the faith they pretend to 
cannot overcame it. 

Caſt up therefore your re- 
ckonings iumpartially : See 
what is, what will be requir'd 
at ' your hands. Do not 
think you can be. juſtified by 
faith,unleſs your faith be greater 
than all your pafſtionsz you 
have not the Learning, not fo 
much as the common notices 'of 
faith, unleſs you can tell when 
you are coyetous, and reprove 
your ſelt when you are proud 2: 
but he that is ſo, and knows It 
not (and that is the cafe of 
moſt men _) hath no faith, and 
neither knows God nor knows 
himſclEf. | | 

To conclude. He that hath 
true 


Tn 


| 
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rue juſtifying faith believes the - 


" power of God to be above the 


powers of Nature 3 the good- 3 


nefſe of . God above the merit 
and diſpoſition of our perſons, 
the bounty of God above the 
excellency of our works, the 
truth of God above the con- 
tradition of cur weak argu- 
ings and fears, the love of God 
above our cold. experience and 
ineffectual reaſon, and the ne- 
ceſſities of doing good works 
above: the faint excuſes and 
Ignorant pretences of diſputing 
ingers.- But want of Faith 
makes us ſo generally wicked 
as we are, ſo often running to 
deſpair 3 ſo often baffled in our 
reſolutions of a good life. But 
he whoſe faith makes him more 
than Conqueror over theſe dif- 
\- ficulties, to him Tſaac ſhall be 
bors; even in his old age; mo 
Rf ife 
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| life of God ſhall be perfefily * 
' wrought in him, and by this 
faith ſo operative, ſo ſtrong, ſo 
laſting, ſo obedient, he ſhall be 
juſtified, and he ſhall be-ſaved. 
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